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Businessmen in Syria Urge 
U. S. To Develop Market 


Lively interest in the possibilities of expanded trade 
with the United States was shown by businessmen of 
northern Syria in discussions with the U. S. Trade Mission 
to Syria, E. F. Becker, mission chief, has reported to the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

“Syrian businessmen recognize the superiority of U. S. 
equipment in most fields and prefer it to equipment from 
other countries, even though it costs more,” he said in his 
report on the four-man mission’s tour, just completed, of 
commercial centers in the area. 

He added, however, that “they feel U. S. prices should 
be made more competitive, the shipping rates of the North 
Atlantic Conference lines should be lowered, and adequate 
servicing should be provided by distributors of American 
equipment. In particular, businessmen in Syria feel that 
letter-of-credit terms, which many VU. S. manufacturers 
require, are not always realistic in the face of the financial 
strength and credit standing of the Syrian importers.” 

Syrian businessmen are also disappointed in—and 
somewhat resentful of—the apparent lack of interest on the 
part of U. S. manufacturers of capital equipment in what 
they view as a burgeoning and potentially lucrative market, 
Mr. Becker said. 

Mission Welcomed 

Businessmen in Homs, Hama, Aleppo, end Latakia 
expressed satisfaction at the U. S. mission’s arrival, but 
indicated that it was long overdue. A number of Syrian 
distributors expressed the fear that the United States may 
lose the Syrian market to the U.S. S. R. and other countries 
“by default.” 

At Homs, the trade mission—consisting of one Govern- 
ment official and three businessmen—discussed more than 
40 specific trade opportunities with local businessmen. 
While there, mission members were guests of the chamber 
of commerce and the mayor-governor (muhafiz). 

At Hama, a similar number of inquiries pertaining. to 
trade opportunities were received. 

Aleppan businessmen and the local chamber of com- 
merce consider their city so important in generating U. S. 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Foreign Service Commercial Work To 
Expand By Interchange of Personnel 


By the end of this fiscal year, 20 Department of Com- 
merce officials, experienced in the promotion of inter- 
national trade, will have been assigned to the Foreign 
Service of the United States as commercial attaches or 
commercial officers for a 2-year tour of duty. A similar 
number of Foreign Service Officers will be assigned to 
the Department of Commerce. 

The major purpose of this exchange of personnel 
between the Departments of State and Commerce is to 
develop a corps of officers trained in and sensitive to the 
needs of business. It will thus more effectively implement 
U. S. Governmént commercial policies and legislation for 
expansion of international trade and investment. 

Department of Commerce personnel assigned to the 
Foreign Service will become Foreign Service Reserve 
Officers and will be stationed at Foreign Service posts 
abroad where U. S. private interests require wider and 
more intensive coverage of commercial activities. For- 
eign Service Officers assigned to the Department will 


‘strengthen its services to the U. S. business community 


engaged in international trade, travel, and investment. 

The majority of Commerce personnel recruited for 
the Foreign Service are from the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce and the Field Offices of the Department, where 
they have had broad experience in providing services to 
the business community. Foreign Service Officers as- 
signed to the Department, while serving business, also 
will have opportunity to learn at first hand the kind of 
services needed by U. S. businessmen in their export, 
import, travel, and investment activities. 

This exchange program is part of a larger program 
of expanding the commercial services of the two Depart- 
ments. Some additional funds have been provided by the 
Congress to increase the staffs of the Foreign Service and 
the Department of Commerce engaged in commercial 
work abroad and in the United States. Special emphasis 
is being placed on World Trade Directory Reports, Trade 
Lists, Market Surveys, and trade and investment oppor- 
tunities, as well as reporting of developments and govern- 
mental actions affecting business opportunities abroad. 





—— 


Field Offices Gini 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—-ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—jg 
quickly and directly available tg 
businessmen in their own cities or le 
calities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com. 
merce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit- 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 
current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 


serve world traders in their commu- : 


nities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been furs 
nished with Department of Com. 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department’s 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post 
Office Bidg. 

Atlanta 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 
St. Bid 


Boston 9, ‘Mass.. 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. 
Buffale 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, + nae 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicage 6, Tll., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 22, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Housten 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 213 Falls Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 N.E. First Ave. _ 
Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


Bidg. 

New Grieans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 

New York 17, N. ¥., 110 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Me., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 S.W. Temple 
St 


San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bidg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Inflationary Pressures Strong 





Canadian Economy Rises To New Peaks 


Important sectors of the Canadian economy, with the possible 
exception of agriculture-and closely related industries, have reached 


new peaks. 


Even agriculture has improved slightly, as larger wheat exports 
have brought about an increase in the farmers’ cash income. 


The greatest problem facing the 
economy, however, is that of preventing 
the deyelopment of inflation with a high 
level of investment putting especially 
heavy pressure on physical resources. 
Moves by the Government and the 
banking sector have been aimed at 
further credit tightening with the ob- 
jective of moderating the attempted 
expansion rate, particularly in the con- 
struction area and in the inventory ac- 
cumulation rate. 

Employment has been at record high 
levels with labor shortages reported in 
some areas, particularly in construction, 
agriculture, and forestry. A steel work- 
er’s strike in August was averted by the 
signing of a new contract providing for 
increased wages, and the affected com- 
panies soon increased the cost of their 
products from $5 to $8 a ton. 

This rise, together with a $0.01-a- 
pound increase announced for aluminum 
ingot, may well give added impetus to 
the strong inflationary tendencies. Even 
before such price increases were an- 
nounced, the consumer index began to 
go up sharply this spring after more 
than 2 years of stability, and on July 1 
it reached a new postwar high of 118.5 
(1949=100). The food component ac- 
counted for the greater part of the in- 
crease. The wholesale price index also 
has continued upward and in July stood 
at 226.6, compared with 2184 a year 
ago (1935-39= 100). 

The Government's monetary and fiscal 
policies are oriented toward greater re- 
straint in the interest of combatting 
growing evidences of inflationary pres- 
sures. To implement these policies the 
Bank of Canada raised the bank rate 
on August 9 from 3 to 3% percent, the 
fifth successive increase in a year. 

Construction Booms 


The chartered banks’ general business 
loans, which had been rising sharply 
since early 1955, finally leveled off in, 
June, and have declined slightly since 
then. The money supply actually has de- 
creased moderately since October 1955. 

Although increasingly tighter credit 
conditions seemed to restrict home con- 
struction, building in general reached 
new peaks as contracts awarded during 
the first 7 months of 1956 exceeded 
those for the January-July period of 
1955 by more than 24 percent. The up- 
Surge seemed to be continuing into mid- 
summer, as slackening was not evident 
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in July, although labor and material 
shortages existed in certain fields. 


The Government has reported that 
for the full year 1956 planned public 
and private investment outlays for new 
construction in Canada are estimated 
at C$5.4 billion, a new record. Both the 
Government and the Bank of Can- 
ada have stressed the desirability of 
“stretching out” this greatly expanded 
construction and investment program to 
ease pressures on available materials, 
facilities, and labor. A part of this pro- 
gram may extend into 1957, thus fore- 
casting high activity during the year’s 
early months. 

Imperial Oil Ltd. has announced plans 
to construct, at its refinery site in Sar- 
nia, Ontario, a C$25-million plant to 
produce petro-chemicals. Construction 
is expected to begin in the spring of 
1957 and completion is scheduled for 
the following spring. The plant will 
manufacture certain basic chemicals, 
namely, ethylene, propylene, normal 
butylenes, isobutylenes, butadiene, aro- 
matic distillates, and tars. Company of- 
ficials expect that other plants will be 
built in the vicinity to manufacture in- 
termediate chemicals and finished prod- 
ucts from these basic materials. These 
associated industries might well have a 
net worth many times that of the sub- 
ject plant. 

Newsprint statistics for the first 6 
months of 1956 show a steady pattern 
of increasing production overtaking the 
almost runaway demand in the past 10 
years. New production facilities planned 
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and building in progress probably will 
raise Canadian production 18 percent 
over present production by the end of 
1958. This compares with an average 
increase of 4.9 percent annually in Can- 
adian production during the past 10 
years. 

However, because concurrent in- 
creased newsprint production in the 
United States has resulted in decreased - 
receipts from Canada and because plans 
are being made to expand U. S. news- 
print production still further, a new 
note of caution has arisen in the Can- 
adian industry and some four of five 
projected mills are still being discussed 
while backers take a wait-and-see at- 
titude. 


Industrial Output Climbs 


Inventories continued to advance to 
satisfy the needs of the capital invest- 
ment program and serve as reserves for 
expected consumer demand. Industrial 
production during the first 6 months of 
1956 remained well above that in the 
corresponding period of 1955 and also 
in excess of the last 6 months of that 
year. The increase was registered in 
both the durable and nondurable sec- 
tions. 


Railroad carloadings, marked by 
heavier shipments of grain, iron ore, 
coal, crude petroleum, and iron and 
steel products, were at a record level 
during the first 6 months of 1956. 

Retail sales during the first 6 months 
of 1956 were 7.6 percent over sales in 
the corresponding period of 1955, and 
official figures indicate that the rise 
continued during July and early Au- 
gust. Department-store sales for the 
first 6 months were almost 10 percent 
greater than a year ago. For the week 
ended August 4, they were 23 percent 
above those for the like week of 1955. 


Foreign Trade Sets Record 

The value of wholesalers’ sales in- 
creased by 15 percent in the first half 
of this year from last year’s total be- 
cause of substantial gains in durable 
goods. The most significant gains oc- 
curred in automotive parts and acces- 
sories, which were up 104.2 percent and 
in industrial and transportation equip- 
ment and supplies, up 49.8 percent. 


- Sales of farm machinery were up 28 


percent and construction materials and 
supplies, 20.7 percent. 

The value of foreign trade surged up- 
ward to a new record level of C$2.3 
billion in the first 6 months of 1956 
from C$2.06 billion in the like period 
last year. Imports rose even more 
sharply from C$2.2 billion to C$2.85 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Egyptian Foreign Trade Accelerated 


Egypt’s foreign trade was accelerated in the first 6 months of 1956 
over the corresponding period of 1955. 

Though the Government failed to reach its goal of foreign-trade 
equilibrium (Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 23, 1956, p. 6), the rate 


of increased earnings exceeded the 


the unfavorable foreign-trade balance 
was reduced by 20.7 percent from the 
first 6-month 1955 level. 

Unusually heavy imports of capital 
goods and substantial imports covered 
by valid import licenses issued prior to 
the tightening of foreign-trade controls 
accounted largely for a 23.4-percent in- 
crease in the total expenditure for im- 
ported goods over the total expenditure 
in the first 6 months of 1955. The con- 
tinued expansion of Egypt’s cotton mar- 
kets in Soviet bloc countries increased 
Egypt’s total export earnings by 35.6 
percent over export earnings in the cor- 
responding period of 1955. 

Egypt’s total imports in the first 6 
months of 1956, excluding armaments, 
and wheat imports from the United 
States under U. S. Public Law 480, 
amounted to £E104.8 million. Exports, 
excluding reexports, amounted to £E90.2 
million. In the first half of 1955, the 
total import product amounted to 
£E849 million, and total exports 
amounted to £E66.5 million. The trade 
deficit of the expanded export-import 
product for 1956 amounted to £E14.6 
million, and for the 1955 period, ££18.4 
million. 


Trade Deficit With U. S. Up 

Long-staple cotton is Egypt’s princi- 
pal export product. Fluctuations in 
Egypt's foreign cotton markets are re- 
flected sharply in the country’s foreign- 
trade level, and pattern. A sharp decline 
in Egypt’s cotton sales to the United 
States which began in 1955 was re- 
flected in a 43.4-percent drop in Egypt’s 
total exports to the United States in the 
first 6 months of 1956 from the corre- 
sponding period of 1955. Egypt’s total 
export product to the United States in 
the first 6 months of 1956 was valued 
at £E2.3 million, compared with £E5.3 
million in the 1955 period. 

Egypt’s total imports from the United 
States in the first 6 months of 1956 in- 
creased by 62.2 percent from the 1955 
period. In the first 6 months of 1956, 
Egypt’s imports from the United States 
were valued at £E15.9 million, excluding 
wheat imported under U. S. Public Law 
480. In the 1955 period the value was 
£E9.8 million. Thus, Egypt’s trade deficit 
with the United States increased at the 
end of the first half of 1956 to £E13.6 
million from £E4.5 million at the end 
of the 1955 period. 

Principal products imported by Egypt 
from the United States in the 1956 
period were automobiles and automobile 
spare parts, engine parts, tractors, ex- 
eavators, cranes, textile machinery, elec- 


6 


rate of increased expenditures, and 





tric refrigerators, iron and steel sheets 
and pipes, tallow, and wheat. 


As Egypt’s cotton market in the 
United States began to shrink in 1955, 
its cotton market in the Soviet Union 
conversely expanded. About 2.5 percent 
of Egypt’s total exports, which are 
composed mainly of cotton, went to the 
United States in the first 6 months of 
1956, compared with 8 percent in the 
first 6 months of 1955. About 28 per- 
cent and 14 percent of total exports, 
respectively, went to the Soviet Union. 

Approximately 15.2 percent of Egypt’s 
imports came from the United States in 
the first 6 months of 1956, compared 
wih 11.5 percent in the like period of 
1955, and about 9.5 percent and 6 per- 
cent, respectively, came from the Soviet 
Union. ; 

Exchange Position Weakens 

Egypt’s foreign-exchange position 
weakened further in the second quarter, 
principally as a resuit of heavy import 
expenditures. Foreign-exchange and 
gold holdings on May 26 totaled £E£220.9 
million, whereas on January 28 they 
totaled ££239.6 million, and on May 30, 
1955, £E£273.6 million. 

Holdings on these dates were divided 
as follows: 


{Millions of Egyptian pounds} 


1955 1956 
May Jan. May 
30 28 26 

Free sterling Se 38.1 23.1 
Blocked ste ae ; . 130.0 10.0 101.3 
Gold 60.6 60.6 60.6 
Dollars . 14.9 25.0 24.7 
Other 16.1 10.9 11.2 


The dollar level was maintained dur- 
ing the first 5 months of 1956, owing to 
the sale of free sterling for dollars. 

Price levels rose slightly during the 
second quarter of 1956, attributed in 
part to higher costs arising from the 
payment of the 7-percent import duty 
introduced in late 1955 which is applica- 
ble to practically all imports, and to 
the new 1-percent ad valorem import 
duty established on April 19. 

Egypt's internal public debt amounted 
to £E265.3 million at the énd of May, 
of which £E£174.3 million was in medium- 
and long-term Goverment securities, in- 
cluding £E25 million securities sold to 
the public in April and £E91 million in 
Treasury bills. On May 31, 1955, total 
internal indebtedness amounted to 
£E216.5 million, of which £E162.5 mil- 
lion was in Government securities and 
£ESM million in Treasury bills. 

The money supply on April 30 totaled 
£E457.2 million, compared with £E461.6 


million at the end of April 1955, divided 
as follows: 


{In millions of Egyptian pounds} 





ee % 
Money in circulation outside of an 
banks . we 178.2 1789 
Egyptian Government deposits .. - 514 35.8 
Sudan Government deposits in 
the National Bank of t Esy a. 10.2 92 
Private deposits . ; 221.8 282.7 


Cotton Sales High 


By the end of June 1956 Egypt had 
sold practicaly all of its exportable cot. 
ton surplus, although some remained to 
be shipped. Cotton export prices con- 
tinued to rise throughout the second 
quarter, reaching a point about 50 per- 
cent higher in May than at the begin- 
ning of the crop year in September 
1955. Throughout the period, the Soviet 
bloc countries were practically the only 
buyers. 

The Egyptian Government, in an 
effort to reduce the price of cotton 
for sale in the U. S. market, announced 
new measures that would result in 
lower prices to American buyers. How- 
ever, the continued rise in cotton export 
prices under the pressure of Soviet bloe 
buying defeated the purpose of these 
new measures. Sales to the United 
States through June 1956 were below 
those in the like period of the preceding 
crop year. 

Total cotton acreage planted this 
year is believed to be only slightly less 
than last year, according to preliminary 
reports. The new crop is delayed be- 
cause of bad weather and the cotton 
leaf worm’s annual attack. Intensive 
control measures have been mobilized 
by the Egyptian Government to pro- 
tect the plants from the leaf worm 
pest. 

First estimates of the 1956 wheat 
crop indicate 1.5 million metric tons, 
which is about 96,000 tons more than 

(Continued on page 24) 
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basic information for 
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Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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VietNam Aims To Speed Greek Economic Conditions Good 
Despite Price Rise, Slow Employment 


General economic conditions in Greece were good from early April 
through June 1956, even though prices continued to rise and industrial 


Fconomic Advancement 


Developments in the second quarter 
of 1956 indicate that the Viet-Namese 
Government has adopted measures to 
improve its economy at an increasing 
tempo. 

The Government outlook appeared to 
be that if conditions for sound and 
legitimate business were established, 
economic activity would expand spon- 
taneously. Evidence of this attitude is 
manifest in passage of the following 
measures: Agricultural reform act in 
April, which opens idle lands to culti- 
vators; revised tariff schedules in April; 
price controls on scarce basic commodi- 
ties; regulations establishing a limited 
free exchange rate on July 1; and new 
import controls which became effective 
July 1. 

Weak spots continued in the import 
procurement program in the quarter. 
The flow of imports remained inade- 
quate, because of import delays and 
fragmentation of the quantities author- 
ized on most applications. Imports which 
arrived in largely retail-size lots—the 
average unit value of import licenses in 
May was estimated at $3,500—were 
either hoarded or sold at high prices, 
and import licenses were acquired at 
excessive values. Restrictions on the 
flow of imports of raw materials and 
spare parts of local industry, attribu- 
table to the import difficulties, had an 
adverse effect upon the continuation of 
production. 


Controls Instituted 


To further counteract shortages due 
to inadequate import licensing, the Gov- 
ernment instituted price and stock con- 
trols and prosecuted violators. The 
major scarce commodities were milk and 
flour. 

New regulations governing the im- 
porter’s quahifications were adopted on 
July 1. These controls were designed 
to eliminate establishments operating 
on an uneconomical or speculative basis, 
including those which did not possess 
adequate financial resources to procure 
a sufficiently large and regular supply of 
imported goods (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, July 30, 1956, p. 6). These 
regulations represented the Govern- 
ment’s most decisive effort to date to 
correct what the Secretary of the Na- 
tional Economy described as the specu- 
lative and irresponsible activities of 
some elements of the importing com- 
munity. 

Average monthly exports amounted 
to $1.5 million for April and May, as 
compared with a monthly average of 
$4.2 million in the first quarter. Average 
monthly imports for the same respective 
periods were $16.8 million and $18.7 mil- 
lion, Exports in May-——-$2.5 million~ 

(Continued on page 26) 
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employment slackened. 


Industrial production through May was about the same as through 
May 1955, but agriculture continued to benefit through increased exports 


from the country’s improved trade terms. 
Total export earnings during the 
April-June quarter were up 24 percent 
from a year ago, and invisible receipts 
were up 16 percent. Private trade im- 
ports continued to be stable, as they 
had been since the beginning of the 
year, at about $25 million a month. 


Prime Minister Karamalis’ opening 
statement to the Parliament for the 
new Government on April 4 emphasized 
the need for increased production, a 
larger State investment program, a 
farm development program including 
greater financial assistance to farmers, 
measures to develop and protect local 
industry, monetary stability, a balanced 
budget, and the maintenance of trade 
liberalization. 


The Government’s program does not 
contemplate changes in existing taxes 
but will reconcile the conflicting objec- 
tives of increased Government spending 
and balanced budgets and monetary 
stability by combating tax evasion 
through better enforcement of existing 
tax laws. 


Measures Effected 


Many Government measures repre- 
sented implementation of this broad 
economic policy, and included the fol- 
lowing: Revised banking and fiscal reg- 
ulations to be completely effective by 
August 1 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 18, 1956, p. 10); concentration of 
electric-power distribution in the Public 
Power Corporation, effective August 1; 
announcement that internaional bids 
would be sought for a Government- 
owned nitrogen fertilizer plant—bids 
announced August 13; price support 
programs for wheat and tobacco; and 
the drafting of a bill designed to force 
repayment of overdue credits—Marshall 
Plan loans—to industry. 

Greek international accounts during 
the April-June quarter, as well as for 
the entire fiscal year ending June 30, 
1956, reflected substantial improvement 
in trade ‘terms which has been one of 
the dominant factors in the economy for 
more than a year. For the fiscal year 
ended June 30, imports amounted to 
$376 million, exports $218 million, and 
net invisible earnings $135 million, re- 
sulting in a current account deficit of 
$23 million, Corresponding figures for 
the year ended June 30, 1955, were 
imports of $331 million, exports $174 
million, net invisible earnings $121 mil- 
lion, and current account deficit $36 
million. For the fiscal year the balance- 





of-payments deficit, after capital opera- 
tions but prior to U. S. aid, was only 
$11.1 million, compared with a $35.6- 
million deficit for the preceding year. 

Greece used $61.8 million of U. S. 
economic and defense support aid during 
1955-56, compared with $54.3 million 
during 1954-55, leaving an unutilized 
balance on June 30, 1956, of $7.3 million. 
Of that 1955-58 total, $48 million was 
defense support aid and $13.8 million 
represented the sale to Greece of agri- 
cultural commodities under the Agricul- 
tural Trade Development and Assistance 
Act (Public Law 480). Of the carry- 
over of $7.3 million, $6.6 million was 
under Public Law 480. All of the 1954- 
55 aid had been defense support aid. 


Industrial Output Stable 

Industrial production, exclusive of 
electric power, during the first quarter 
of 1956 and through May of the second 
quarter was at about the same level as 
during the comparable period of 1955. 
Lead and steel, chemical fertilizers, and 
sheet glass were above a year ago, 


. Whereas production of cotton textiles 


and electrical appliances was down. 

The Government announced in May 
that as of-August 1, the distribution of 
electric power throughout Greece and 
the Island of Euboea would be entrusted 
to the Public Power Corp. Legislation 
was enacted in July. Earlier regional 
franchises, of which there are about 
300, will be purchased by the Public 
Power Corp. by negotiation, or if neces- 
sary, through expropriation subject to 
the payment of a fair compensation to 
be determined by arbitration. Exception 
has been made for the British-controlled 
Athens-Piraeus Electricity Co. (APECO) 
and for the municipally owned power 
companies of Patras, Larissa, and Ka- 
valla, all of which the Public Power 
Corp. proposes to purchase in 1960, 

Projects Under Way 

The Ptolemais lignite development 
project remained in the “international 
bid” stage during the quarter, and 
progress on the Megdova Valley power 
and land development project continued 
slowly. On August 16 the contract on 
the 70,000-kilowatt steam power plant 
to be constructed at Ptolemais was 
awarded to the Swiss firm of Braun- 
Boveri, whose bid of $8.4 million was 
the lowest of the 7 submitted. 

Construction of the petroleum refinery 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Taiwan Promotes 


Sale of Products 


In Southeast Asia and Middle East 


Taiwan initiated an expanded export drive in the Southeast Asia 
and Middle East markets in the second quarter of 1956. 

Also in that period, Taiwan money and prices were relatively stable, 
exports and aid-financed and nonaid imports rose substantially, produc- 
tion of major crops was at record or near-record levels, and industrial 


output increased significantly. 

Government officials had stated that 
expansion of exports was necessary to 
counter economic efforts made by com- 
munist China in the Southeast Asia and 
Middle’ East markets and to improve 
other countries’ knowledge of Taiwan 
products available for export and of the 
island’s industrial development. 

The Foreign Exchange and Trade 
Control Commission has taken several 
steps designed to encourage exports, in- 
cluding the establishment of a com- 
mittee to undertake preliminary plan- 
ning for participation in the Constitu- 
tion Fair in Bangkok in December. Pro- 
vision was approved for sale of con- 
sumer goods on consignment to oversea 
Chinese in Southeast Asia, and a display 
of domestic goods was prepared for dis- 
patch to that area. 

Action in this comnection in the pri- 
vate and semiprivate field includes the 
establishment by 36 industrial organi- 
zations of an export promotion commit- 
tee and the planned establishment by 
local foreign trade circles of a foreign 
trade center to study means of expand- 
ing exports, rendering credit assistance, 
and serving in other ways. 

A trade agreement with Japan exe- 
cuted on May 29 provides for a total 
trade of US$76.1 million in each direc- 
tion. Major Chinese exports are to be 
sugar, rice, bananas, salt, and canned 
pineapple. Japanese export items are 
distributed among a varied group of 
products, including fertilizer, ferrous 
products, machinery, rolling stock, and 
textiles. Trade negotiations also were 
in progress during the quarter with 
Italy, Spain, Lebanon, South Korea, and 
the Philippines. 

Exchange Rates Steady 

Currency in circulation increased by 
only a moderate amount in the second 
quarter, and the money supply showed 
marked stability. Foreign-exchange 
rates held steady for the most part, and 
both wholesale and retail prices were 
limited to narrow fluctuations. However, 
increases in the prices paid for coal pur- 
chased for Government agencies and 
public enterprises, for lumber, and for 
industrial power rates added new pres- 
sures for increases in industrial prod- 
ucts and construction costs. 

The only important change in the ex- 
change structure was the increase from 
New Taiwan $21.55 to NT$24.68 for 
US$1 in the rate at which inward re- 
mittances for Chinese Government en- 
terprises are converted, thus generaliz- 
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ing this rate for most purposes. Cotton 
spinners and weavers are allowed to use 
80 percent of the foreign exchange re- 
ceived from textile exports to finance 
imports of raw cotton for the purpose 
of promoting textile exports. 

Regulations are under study which 
will generalize this privilege, and all 
processors of imported raw materials 
will be entitled to use 80 percent of 
their export proceeds to replenish stocks 
of imported raw materials. As a com- 
panion measure, drawback and tax re- 
bate privileges granted in 1955 to 
processor-exporters of imported mate- 
rials will be liberalized further to en- 
courage this means of utilizing profit- 
ably Taiwan’s abundant supply of cheap 
labor. 


Rice Crop Sets Record 


Preliminary estimates indicate that 
the first rice crop of 1956 may reach 
870,000 metric tons, a record high. The 
previous high for the first rice crop was 
836,453 tons in 1954. The excellent crop 
Was made possible by good weather; the 
absence of typhoons, pests and disease; 
and the sufficient and timely fertilizer 
application. 

Total sugar production from the 1955- 
56 crop amounted to 767,327 metric tons, 
the second largest crop in the postwar 
period, surpassed only by the 1952-53 
peak of 883,000 tons. The yield per 
hectare in 1955-56 was higher than in 
1952-53, since the total] area planted to 
sugar in 1955-56 was 87,634 hectares, 
compared with 108,351 hectares in 
1952-53. 


A total of 94,332 hectares has been 
planted for the 1956-57 sugar crop; 
planting of the 1957-58 crop started in 
August. The guaranteed price to farm- 
ers for the 1957-58 crop has been set at 
NT$2,375 per metric ton, representing a 
19-percent increase over the price for 
the 1955-56 crop. 

Taiwan tea exports continued to face 
competitive difficulties in international 
markets, because of the low world-price 
levels at present. As a result, tea- 
processing plants were wary of overpro- 
duction, and the price of raw tea leaves 
was so.low that production was dis- 
couraged. In late June the Provincial 
Assembly called for measures to assist 
the tea industry, since about 17 million 
pounds of tea are stored in Taiwan 
awaiting improved export possibilities. 

The International Cooperation Ad- 

(Continued on page 24) 


New Zealand Presents 
Budget for 1956-57 


The New Zealand budget for 1956-57 
presented by the Minister of Finance on 
August 9 jis slightly deflationary ang 
for the first time in 7 years does not 
provide new benefits or tax concessions, 

The budget actually reduces the 20. 
percent income-tax rebate with a maxi- 
mum of NZ£75 which was granted last 
year to 10 percent with a maximum of 
NZ£40. It eliminates the special de. 
preciation allowance, established after 
World War II, to supplement the ordi- 
nary depreciation rates. 


The reasons for a holdfast budget 
were summarized by the Minister of 
Finance, as follows: “Consumption and 
development are now at a higher level] 
than we can maintain with safety, and 
they have been so for some time. Policy 
measures set out in last year’s budget 
were aimed at_holding this exuberance 
in bounds. They have had a fair meas- 
ure of success, but not enough. A con- 
tinuing fall in oversea funds and the 
still high demand within New Zealand 
show that those measures need to be 
sustained and taken a stage further.” 

Evidences of continued prosperity 
were mentioned by the Minister of Fi- 
nance as follows: Increase of agricul- 
tural production, particularly the bring- 
ing of new land into production at the 
rate of 120,000 acres annually; higher 
factory production, the volume increas- 
ing 10 percent in 1954-55 following an 
increase of 6 percent in the preceding 
year; upsurge in capital investment in 
New Zealand which continued during 
the year. 

Also he stated that gross national 
product increased to NZ£982 million in 
1955-56 from NZ£923 million, and capi- 
tal investment in 1955-56 represented 
the relatively high proportion of about 

(Continued on page 7) 
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New Zealand... 
(Continued from page 6) 
24 percent of gross national product; 
wages remained high not only in the 
grand total but in rates, with the index 
of wage rates rising from 1571 for the 
first quarter of 1955 to 1591 for the 
first quarter of 1956; domestic prices 
remained steady; the index of retail 
prices for the 12 month’s period ended 
June 30, 1956, increased by 3.1 percent 
and wholesale prices rose 2.8 percent. 
Hydroelectric Plants Planned 


The capital-works program for 1956- 
57 is estimated at NZ{£78.7 million, com- 
pared with NZ£73.9 million last year. 
The program’s largest item is for hydro- 
electric plants—NZ£20.2 million. Great- 
er agricultural production will require 
latger expenditures for land resettle- 
ment—NZ£10.3 million—and for houses 
and farms—NZ£12 million. The growth 
in population and demand call for in- 
creased expenditures for education, 
communication extension, and railway 
construction and improvement. 

Although the capital program is 
budgeted at NZ£78.7 million, finance 
for only NZ£70 million is listed from 
specific sources. Oversea loans of NZ£5 
million and an Export-Import loan of 
NZ£4.7 million are included. The bal- 
ance of finance is to be obtained by 
possible further economies in expendi- 
tures, more small savings, and another 
internal loan. 

Controls Instituted 

The Minister of Finance reviewed 
briefly the specific measures against in- 
flation which have been instituted or 


continued. Building control in some de- 
gree was intensified during the 12 
months. In the year ended March 31, 


1956, the value of building permits is- 
sued was N2Z£90.2 million, compared 
with NZ£93.4 million in the preceding 
year. Hire purchase—installment buy- 
ing—restrictions, introduced last year, 
were continued. 

The Capital Issues Committee con- 
tinues to deal with proposals for capi- 
tal issues in excess of NZ£10,000. In 
the 12 months ended June 30, 1956, the 
Committee approved proposals aggre- 
gating NZ£14.9 million where new fi- 
nance was involved; the comparable 
total for the preceding 12 months was 
NZ£18 million. 

The local government Loans Board 
exercises close supervision over local 
body finance, but as a result of the 
continued population growth, most pro- 
posals appear highly essential so that 
few declinations occur. Import licens- 
ing is still applied to about 20 percent 
of New Zealand’s imports. The 1957 
import-licensing program issued on Au- 
gust 1 follows 1956 licensing treatment 
with little change (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Aug. 27, p. 10). 

Estimates of 1956-57 receipts and ex- 
penditures for both the consolidated 
and social-security funds are higher 
than those for 1955-56. The expected 
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National Shoe Fair Set 
For October 28 


The 1956 National Shoe Fair is 
scheduled to be held October 28- 
November 1 in Chicago, IiL, with 
headquarters in four hotels—Pal- 
mer House, Morrison, Conrad Hil- 
ton, and Congress. 


This event, jointly sponsored by 
the National Shoe Manufacturers 
Association and the National Shoe 
Retailers Association, will be the 
23d National Shoe Fair. 

Over 700 firms will participate, 
representing every important mar- 
ket in the United States, accord- 
ing to the management. A number 
of foreign countries will be repre- 
sented by leading manufacturers. 
Over 10,000 shoemen visited the 
exhibition hall at the 1955 fair. 

Details concerning the 1956 fair 
may be obtained from George E. 
Gayou, Manager, Palmer House, 
Chicago 90, Il. 











small surpluses of NZ£3.7 million and 
NZ£1.1 million for the consolidated and 
social-security funds, respectively, may 
be somewhat smaller than surpluses 
realized last year. Estimated receipts 
and expenditures for both funds for 
1956-57 and actual receipts and ex- 
penditures for these funds in 1955-56, 
shown in parentheses, in millions of 
New Zealand pounds, are as follows: 


Consolidated fund: Receipts 204.1 
(197.4); expenditures, 200.4 (193.3)— 
social-security fund: Receipts, 76.5 


(74.1); expenditures, 75.4 (72.9). 

The chief source of the increase in 
receipts is the higher national income 
and the reduction in rebates on income 
tax. Some receipts are expected to de- 
cline, especially sales tax and customs 
duties, reflecting the credit squeeze and 
anticipated lower imports. Total ex- 
penditures for the consolidated fund 
will increase because of larger expendi- 
tures for social services, development of 
industries, essential public works, and 
interest. Defense expenditures are ex- 
pected to rise from NZ£24.4 million in 
1955-56 to NZ£26.7 million, but the 
amount budgeted is the same as in 
1955-56 when there was some under- 
expenditure. 

The budget statement shows that for 
every pound (240 d.) spent by the Gov- 
ernment in 1955-56, 89 d. was for social 
services, 43 d. was for works and other 
capital expenditures, and 17 d. (7 per- 
cent) for defense-—U. S. Embassy, 
Wellington. 





Turkey’s 1956 dried fig pack is esti- 
mated at 38,500 short tons, or 7,500 tons 
more than last year’s above-average 
crop, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Most Cuban Business 
Indicates Improvement — 


Cuban business was generally good in 
July, most firms réporting an improve- 
ment over the preceding month and 
over July last year. 

Sugar sales in the United States and 
more particularly in the world market 
continued to be brisk, lending a firm 
tone to the price of sugar and making 
prospects good for the 1957 crop. Private . 
construction remained at a high level, 
and mining operations were still expand- 
ing. Mid-year economic indexes were 
even more favorable than expected, 
causing business to take an optimistic 
outlook in almost all lines. 

The half-year totals revealed sugar, 
tobacco, and mineral shipments well 
above those on the corresponding date 
last year. Salary and wage payments 
were higher, Government budgetary 
receipts were substantially improved, 
bank deposits were up, and national in- 
come appeared to be at record levels. 

Realization that Cuba’s sugar surplus 
is disappearing swifty had a particular- 
ly strong influence on the business out- 
look. By the end of July it was evident 
that Cuba’s total carryover next Decem- 
ber 31 may be little more than 500,000 
tons, compared with almost 1.6 million 
tons at the beginning of this year, U. S. 
consumption quotas were increased, and 
inquiry continued strong in the world 
market. Among significant factors in 
the latter situation was a report that 
Russia was negotiating for substantial 
quantities in addition to the 207,467 
‘Spanish long tons obtained earlier this 
year. 


Sugar Surplus Improbable 

In addition, indications were strong 
that a sugar surplus is not likely to be 
reestablished next year, owing toe the 
second straight year of abnormally dry 
weather which may limit Cuban 1957 
output. Already it appeared that a 
substantial number of sugar mills may 
not have sufficient cane to meet their 
quotas for a crop equal to this season's 
4.6 million tons, much less. the 5-million- 
ton crop which sugar circles believed 
might be authorized by the Cuban Gov- 
ernment. Similarly, there appeared little 
chance that high-test molasses would be 
produced either before or after the 1957 
crop. Possible redistribution of sugar 
production quotas, which would benefit 
greatly the Provinces of Camaguey and 
Oriente where cane still was abundant, 
was being mentioned frequently. 

For the first time in its history, Cuba 
exported yeast in July for cattle feed. 
The first shipment was consigned to the 
United States. The new factory is at 
Cardenas, Matanzas, and operates at a 
distillery owned by the Cuban firm, Jose 
Arechabala, S.A. 

Avocado exports during July declined 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Most Cuban... 

(Continued from page 7) 
slightly, as compared with the preceding 
season. The decline was attributed to 
high winds, which caused a large quan- 
tity of fruit to fall from the trees and 


become bruised and unfit for export. All 
exports had gone to the United States. 
Shipments were expected to continue 
through August and the first half of 
September. 


Incoming Cargo Declines 

The volume of inbound cargo arriving 
at the Port of Havana during July 
was considerably less than in previous 
months and also below the total for July 
last year. The normal seasonal trend 
toward reduced imports during the sum- 
mer.months was accentuated by a de- 
cline in shipments of automobiles and 
automotive equipment. No _ indication, 
however, was that this downward move- 
ment had any long-term significance, 
and imports were expected to increase 
in the coming months. The Government's 
action in reducing customs duties on 
buses purchased by public-service bus 
companies may provide a stimulus for 
the replacement of worn-out rolling 
stock, and large shipments of automo- 
biles are received customarily during 
the latter part of the year. 

Compania Cubana de Aviacion in- 
creased its Havana-Miami frequency 
from 4 to 5 flights daily. The new sched- 
ule includes an intermediate stop at 
Varadero. 

Construction activity showed no let- 
down; the value of new construction 
permits issued during July compared 
favorably with previous months. Early 
in August an allocation exceeding 44 
million pesos was made for the continu- 
ation of the Government’s public-works 
program. The import of gray cement, 
chiefly from Poland, continued at the 
same level and supplied approximately 
20 percent of the total demand. The 
tight supply of structural steel remained 
unchanged, and little prospect appeared 
for any improvement in the near future. 


Textile Orders Held 


Following the announcement that 
equalization payments on exports would 
be extended to U. S. exporters of cotton 
products, the demand for locally pro- 
duced cotton textiles weakened. Orders 
reportedly were being held up until the 
effect of the payments becomes appdr- 
ent. In the meantime, the Cuban mills 
were maintaining production levels in 
the expectation that the market would 
revive shortly. 

Most firms engaged in merchandising 
reported a continued improvement in 
sales, although a few reported a leveling- 
off tendency or a slight unseasonal 
slump. On the whole, however, business 
was such as to engender optimism for 
the future. 

July was marked by sharp increases 
in prices and in the volume of trading 
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in shares of the five Cuban oil com- 
panies now listed on the New York ex- 
change. ‘These increases were attributed 
largely to the bringing in, on July 12 
in Camaguey Province, of Cuba’s first 
deep well, with a commercial flow of oil 
considerably above that of the shallow 
wells previously in production.—U. S. 
Embassy, Havana. 





Canadian Economy .. . 
(Continued from page 3) 


billion, reflecting in large measure the 
expanding capital-investment program. 
The total trade deficit rose from C$146 
million to C$548 million. Indications 
continue, however, that the substantial 
capital inflow from the United States 
is adequately financing Canada’s grow- 
ing trade and current account deficit. 


Exports were higher to almost all 
countries except the United Kingdom. 
About three-fifths of the half-year total 
gain were registered in exports to the 
United States, which rose nearly 12 per- 
cent over 1955. 


Wheat exports totaled 309 million 
bushels in the period August 1, 1955- 
July 31, 1956, compared with 252 mil- 
lion bushels in the preceding market- 


——— 


ing year, a rise of 55 percent. -Adverge 
weather, however, damaged vegetable 
and fruit production. 


Other commodities which showed 
large gains are petroleum, iron 
nickel, copper and products, asbestos, 
newsprint paper, woodpulp, industria] 
and business machinery, automobiles 
and parts, and aircraft and parts. De. 
creases developed for planks and 
aluminum and products, wheat flour, 
lead, zinc, fertilizers, and furs.—U, §, 
Embassy, Ottawa. 





The Ethiopian Railway has reduced 
freight rates for transporting coffee to 
the port of Djibouti, French Somali 
from about 50 Ethiopian dollars a ton 
to 31 Ethiopian dollars (1 Ethiopian 
dollar = US$0.4023). This is a develop. 
ment of a rate war with trucks carrying 
coffee to the Ethiopian port of Assab, 

Owing to the small coffee crop, the 
number of trucks exceeds trade require- 
ments and trucking competition is in- 
tense, especially for a share of the 
export trade. The truckers’ share of the 
import trade is up partly because of 


heavier customs and unloading charges | 


on railroad goods.—U, S. Embassy, 
Addis Ababa, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
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Jragi Projects To Be 


Under Private Firms 


The administration and operation by 
private management of industrial proj- 
ects owned by the Iraqi Government 
and the eventual transfer to private 
hands of industrial plants built by the 
Government are provided for in a new 
law enacted by the Iraqi Government 
in June. 

The law’s immediate purpose is to 
provide for the creation of administra- 
tions for operation of the Development 
Board’s cement plants and cotton textile 
mills soon to be completed at Mosul. 

A separate 5-man Board of Adminis- 
tration will be established for each in- 
dustrial entity, and the Boards will be 
attached to the appropriate Ministry, as 
designated by the Council of Ministers. 
The Boards, with approval of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, may employ private 
firms to manage the facilities of the 
entities, Also, with approval of the 
Council, the Boards may organize 
limited liability companies to take over 
the properties of the entities. 

The Government may sell all or part 
of the shares of entities to private indi- 
viduals, but 51 percent of the stock must 
be held by Iraqi nationals. 

This law, No. 83 of June 1956, is one 
of a series enacted for implementation 
of the Government's industrialization 
program, which also includes modifica- 
tion of the Industrial Bank Law and 
liberalization of the Law for the En- 
couragement of Industrial Undertak- 
ings, both also enacted in June. 

Also significant in the program’s im- 
plementation is the A. D. Little survey 
of 1955 and publication of the data under 
the title “A Plan for Industrial Develop- 
ment in Iraq.” As the program is now 
almost complete, the Development Board 
is expected to accelerate the execution 
of specific industrial projects. 

Copies of the law are available’ on 
loan from the Near Eastern and African 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D, C.—U. S. Embassy, 
Baghdad, 





Peru Savernment Clariftes 
Textile-Machinery Imports 


Only new and modern textile ma- 
chinery may be imported into Peru, the 
Peruvian Government specifies in inter- 
preting a previous regulation, Supreme 
Decree dated February 12, 1952. 

The earlier regulation merely required 
that import applications could cover 
only “textile machinery suitable for 
high-quality and efficient production,” 
without reference to the condition of 
the equipment.—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 
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Canada To Tax Foreign Magazines. 
20 Percent of Advertising Income 


A 20-percent tax will be collected on the value of the advertising 
content of special editions of non-Canadian periodicals published in or 
imported into Canada beginning January 1, 1957. 

Despite strong representations from U. S. publishing and Canadian 
advertising circles, the Government enacted legislation to impose the tax, 


which was proposed in the Finance 
Minister’s budget speech on March 20 
(See Foreign Commerce Worm Apr. 
9, 1956, p. 7). 


The measure is aimed at helping 
maintain circulation of Canadian pub- 
lications for national cultural’ reasons 
against the inroads of foreign publica- 
tions specially prepared through ad- 
vertising and editorial content for the 
Canadian market. 


The legislation defines “special edi- 
tion of a non-Canadian. periodical” to 
mean a periodical printed in or out- 
side Canada for publication in Canada 
containing: 

Editorial material at least 25 percent of 
which is the same or substantially the same 
as cditorial material contained .in one or 
more —s of a particular non-Canadian 
periodical, whether in the same or some oth- 
er language; 

Any advertising material that is not con- 
tained in such non-Canadian periodical, but 
does not include a periodical if the editorial 
material contained therein is devoted prin- 
cipally to religious or medical purposes. 

The exemption of religious and ‘med- 
ical publications is an amendment of 
the original proposal. : 


Net Income Taxable 


The tax will be applied on net adver- 
tising income to magazines—after pay- 
ment of advertising commissions. No 
person m import any copies of a 
special edition into Canada unless the 
advertising tax has been paid or ap- 
propriate security furnished. 

The Minister of National Revenue 
will prepare regulations prescribing the 
time and manner of payment of this 
tax, the method of calculating the value 
of the advertising material contained 
in special editions, and other pertinent 
matters. 

He will have the authority to decide 
when editorial material is “the same 
or substantially the same” as in the 
non-Canadian periodical, according to 
the Minister. Appeal from such deci- 
sions may be made to the courts. 

Based on the magazines currently 
being published and which will presum- 
ably continue next year, the tax would 
apply to the following publications, all 
of which are Canadian editions of U. S. 
magazines: Time, Reader’s Digest (the 
two principal ones), Everywoman’s, 
Family Circle, Woman’s Day, The Ca- 
nadian Office, Canadian Farm Chem- 
icals, and Cleaning and Laundry World. 
The tax will not apply to the regular 
foreign parent editions of these period- 





icals, which, like all other foreign 
magazines, still will be able to enter 
Canada free of duty and excise taxes. 

In the abbreviated debate in the 
House of Commons over this measure, 
the Minister of Finance said that “the 
peculiar nature of the special editions 
makes the editorial cost of producing 
material infinitely lower” than that of: 
purely Canadian magazines, and that the 
purpose of this tax is to help equalize 
these cosis. 


General Magazines Lose Money 

Canadian general-interest magazines 
were having a difficult time getting 
along and were losing money, the 
Minister said. The proportion of these 
magazines read in Canada to magazines 
originating abroad had dropped from a 
1 to 3 ratio shortly after the war to a 1 
to 5 ratio last year. 

Canadian editions of Time and Read- 
er’s Digest alone, the Minister said, 
attracted in 1955, 37 percent of the 
advertising revenue of the whole group 
of general-interest magazines issued in 
Canada—these 2 plus 10 Canadian 
magazines—compared with 18 percent 
in 1948. Thus, the special editions “cut 
at the financial foundations” of the 
Canadian magazines, i.e., their revenue 
from advertising. Without special help 
to the Canadan publishers involved, the 
Minister foresaw the eventual disappear- 
ance of a substantial proportion of the 
few remaining Canadian general-inter- 
est magazines. This tax cannot in any 

(Continued on page 25) 


Peru Withdraws 50-Percent 
Textile Import Surcharge 


The Peruvian Government has with- 
drawn the new 50-percent import sur- 
charge on a long list of. textile and 
garment manufactures. 


The measure, reportedly withdrawn 
as the result of protests from textile 
importers, is still being studied as a pos- 
sible solution to the cost-price squeeze 
in which the Peruvian textile industry 
finds itself because of recent wage and 
salary increases granted to the indus- 
try.—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 

The Peruvian action imposing the new 
surcharge was announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, September 10, 1956, 
page 8. 














FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. 
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New Tariffs Institufed 
By Netherlands Antilles 


The tariff schedule of the General 
Tariff Act of 1908 of the Netherlands 
Antilles has been revised completely by 
a National Ordinance passed by the 
Legislative Council on July 27 and made 
effective on August 1. : 

The tariff amendments represent de- 
creases as well as increases. In making 
the revisions, the Government followed 
the principle of instituting the lowest 
possible tax on the population’s neces- 
sities of life. 

Although the new tariff schedule in- 
creases the rates on a number of tour- 
ist items, Article 3 of the National Or- 
dimance provides that the new duty 
rates on these items shall be sus- 
pended until an effective date is stipu- 
lated by National Resolution. Thus no 
changes have been made on the ef- 
fective duty rates on tourist articles to 
keep the Netherlands Antilles as at- 
tractive to tourists as heretofore. 


Under Article 3, items such as per- 
fumes and cosmetics—including lotions 
—eertain ceramic products and glass- 
ware, precious and semiprecious stones, 
pearls, gold and silver products, 
watches, and cameras continue to be 
dutiable at the level of the old rates. 

In general, items formerly dutiable 
at 33 percent ad valorem (3% plus 
10% surtax) have been increased to 
45 percent ad valorem and in some in- 
stances to 6 percent ad valorem; the 
former 11 percent category (10 percent 
plus 10 percent surtax) has been in- 
creased to 14 percent, and the 16.5 per- 
cent category (15 percent plus 10 per- 
cent surtax) to 20 percent. The surtax 
of 10 percent has been absorbed in the 
newly established rates. 

The basis of valuation for the levy- 
ing of import duties continues un- 
changed at the so-called at factory 
price, which is the price that the first 
supplier — factory — abroad is consid- 
ered to be able to ask on the date of 
declaration less import duty, charges 


for simple packing, transportation, in- 


suranee, and commission. 

Information concerning the new rates 
applicable to specific products may be 
obtained upon request from the Ameri- 
can Republics Division, Office of Eco- 
nomic Affairs, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce. 


Saudi Arabia Eases Visa 
Procedure for Businessmen 


A new procedure liberalizing the 
issuance of visas to businessmen has 
been established by the Saudi Arabian 
Ministry of Commerce to strengthen 
commercial relations between Saudi and 
other countries. 

The new procedure was released as 





a Royal Order of May 8, which reads 
as follows: 


Representatives of the international com- 

nies who are in possession of certificates 
— Chambers of Commerce of their coun- 
tries preving that they are delegated by cer- 
tain companies who hold a firm standing, 
good reputation, and whose policy is not 
inconsistent with the policy of Saudi Arabia, 
can be given permission to enter into the 
Kingdom by the Embassies of His Majesty's 
Government in the countries from where the 
compapy representative is coming. This per- 
mission can be given without being tied up 
with the Fae ge followed routine and 
without referring the matter to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. This is done to save time, 
provided that the representative is enjoying 
a good reputation and is not one of the per- 
sons who are not desired to enter into the 


Kingdom. 
—U. S. Embassy, Jidda. 





Ecuador Sets Exchange Rate 
For Interest on Drafts 


Exchange for the payment of overdue 
interest on drafts drawn for imports 
into Ecuador must be purchased at the 
brokers’ free-market rate (18.75 su- 
cres=US$1, July average), according to 
an Ecuadoran Monetary Board regula- 
tion of July 26. 

The Ecuadoran Central Bank will 
continue to provide importers with for- 
eign exchange for payment of current 
interest charges at the rate at which 
the goods were imported provided the 
interest rate does not exceed 7 percent. 

Interest in excess of 7 percent must 
be paid with exchange purchased at the 
brokers’ free-market rate. 





Aluminum Product Producers 
In Netherlands Need License 


The establishment of new or the ex- 
pansion of existing enterprises manu- 
facturing rolled aluminum products in 
the Netherlands is subject to licensing 
by the Minister of Economic Affairs. 

The requirement, placed into effect 
by Royal Decree of July 24, does not 
apply, however, to enterprises which 
manufacture rolled products of alumi- 
num or aluminum alloys with a thick- 
ness of less than 0.15 millimeter. 

In addition, all foreign investments 
are still subject to a foreign-exchange 
license issued by the Netherlands Bank. 





Ecuador Reclassifies 
Some Import Items 


Asbestos cement pipe for drink- 
ing water and spare parts for type- 
writers, calculating machines, and 
other office machines have been 
shifted from Import List 2 to Im- 
port List 1 by decree of August 7. 


Exchange for the import of 
these items now may be purchased 
at the official rate—15.15 sucres= 
US$i—rather than at the regu- 
lated free rate—1740 sucres= 
US$i.—U. S. Embassy, Quito. 











——— 


Guatemala Puts Flour 
Under Import Control 


The Guatemalan Government hag 
placed special wheat flour used in the 
manufacture of biscuits and food pastes 
under import control, by Customs Cir- 
cular No, 48/56, effective August 7, 
1956. ; 

Factories that manufacture biscuits 
and food paste will be granted import 
permits on a priority and preference 
basis. Commercial flour importers will 
be granted import permits to supply 
factories which do not import direct 
provided the commercial importer has 
been in business for at least 3 years and 
has an ordinary flour-import quota. Such 
imports will be charged against the 
regular flour quota (See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Aug. 6, 1956, p. 8). 

Licenses will be granted for special 
flour to be used in the home for biscuits 
or food paste to either industrial or 
commercial importers without such im- 
port being charged to the importer’s 
quota. Special flour for home use must 
be in packages of 5 or 10 pounds each. 
Flour not in the specified size package 
will be returned by customs authorities 
to the exporter at place of origin. 

A certified certificate issued by proper 
authorities at place of origin must ac- 
company all shipments of special flour 
attesting to its quality and special 
characteristics. Without this certifica- 
tion, customs authorities will not clear 
the shipment.—U. S. Embassy, Guate- 
mala City. ' 





Higher Monetary Coverage 
Required by Netherlands 


The Netherlands Bank now is re- 
quired by a Royal Decree of June 27, 
1956, to maintain a 50-percent minimum 
gold and convertible foreign-exchange 
cover against its demand liabilities, such 
as banknotes in circulation, bank drafts, 
and credit balances in current accounts. 

The Government states that the high- 
er cover percentage is necessary in view 
of the increased importance of foreign 
trade in relation to national income. 

The Netherlands Bank as of July 9, 
1956, had a gold reserve valued at 3.2 
billion guilders and convertible currency 
amounting to 514 million guilders, which 
represented a cover percentage of more 
than 70 percent (1 guilder=US$0.263). 

Before the Netherlands left the gold 
standard in 1936, a minimum cover of 
40 percent was required, and since then 
no cover requirement has been in force 
until the present decree—U. S. Em- 
bassy, The Hague. 





Swedish cotton stocks on April 30, 
1956, were reported at 98,000 bales of 
500 pounds gross, down only slightly 
from stocks of 102,000 bales on August 
1, 1955, according to the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Bid Terms for Lease of New Trade Leads in Sweden Cited 


Paraguay Hotel Given 


Bidding terms for leasing the new 
tourist hotel to be constructed in the 
heart of) Asuncion’s business area have 
been anhounced by the Paraguayan So- 
cial Security Institute. 

The new, hotel is to provide first-class 
accommodations for 300 persons, includ- 
ing air-conditioning throughout and a 
private bath for each room. A swimming 
pool, theater, and garages are to be 
furnished. The leasing firm will partici- 
pate in the architectural planning of 
the edifice, proffer advice as to con- 
struction, and assist in obtaining build- 
ing materials and personnel. 

The lease will run for 10 years, and 
the successful bidder must put up $10,- 
000 to guarantee the maintenance of 
his bid during a period of not to exceed 
60 days from the close of bidding, and 
$100,000 must be provided to assure 
completion of the leasing contract. 

Bids may be presented to the Sec- 
retaria General, Instituto de Prevision 
Social, Asuncion, until October 8. Ad- 
ditional information may be obtained 
from the Departamento de Inversiones 
of the Institute. 

A copy of the bidding conditions and 
terms in Spanish is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

This hotel-project proposal was an- 
nounced in. Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
August 27, 1956, page 12. 





Nova Scotia Offers Factory 


Sites for New Industries 

The Department of Trade and Indus- 
try at Halifax has announced the avail- 
ability of 9 factories and plants in Nova 
Scotia to U. S. firms contemplating the 
establishment of an enterprise in that 
country. 

The Department points to Nova 
Scotia’s natural resources of fish, forest 
products, coal, and gypsum, and to the 
availability of adequate electrical en- 
ergy in offering for sale the following 
plants: 10,600 sq. ft. warehouse at 
Truro; 120 ft. x 40 ft. 3-floor plant of 
concrete block construction at Berwick; 
food-processing plant at Hantsport; 
plant of concrete-block construction at 
Middleton; Armouries property at Stel- 
larton; 60 ft. x 40 ft. building with full 
basement at Argyle; 20 ft. x 30 ft. 
lumber warehouse at Liverpool; manu- 
facturing property at Woodside; and a 
storage shed and shipping pier at Deep 
Brook. 

Detailed information on any or all 
of these properties may be obtained 
upon request from the Department of 
Trade and Industry at Halifax. 


September 17, 1956 


New opportunities in Sweden for 
U. S. firms have been reported to the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce by the 
U. S. Trade Mission to Sweden. 


These opportunities, developed in 
interviews with businessmen while the 
mission members were on tour before 
the St. Erik’s Fair (Sept. 1-16) in 
Stockholm, ave listed below. Additional 
trade leads, developed during the fair, 
will be published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly as they are reported by the 
mission, 

Building Supplies: 

Emmaboda Glasbruk (manufacturer), 
Emmaboda, wishes to export direct or 
appoint regional distributors for window 
glass. 

Varnamo Byggnadssnickeri (manu- 
facturer), Varnamo, seeks regional dis- 
tributors for special handtooled outer 
doors of highest quality. 

Kosta Glasbruk (manufacturer), 
Kosta, seeks regional distributors for 
glass tile for walls, floors, and building 
exteriors. Available in 50 colors. 

A/B Gabriel Verken (manufacturer), 
er), Kalmar, wishes regional distribu- 
tors for special treated beech and oak 
staves, gunbutts, and furniture squares, 

Ceramics: 

A/B Gabriel Verken (Manufacturer), 
Timmernabben, seeks U. S. sales agent 
for ceramic gift wares and ovenproof 
ware of modern design, 

Coffee Makers: 

A/B Anders Loffberg (manufacturer), 
Karlstad, seeks U. S. distributor to 
handle full line of restaurant coffee 
brewers of stainless steel. 

Footstuffs: 

Kalmar Langs Slakterier (packing 
house), Kalmar, seeks U. S. distributor 
for canned meats, particularly Swedish 
lean hams, 





Fertilizer Plant To Be 
Built in Greece 


Bids for construction of a nitrate 
fertilizer plant at Ptolemais to 
cost an estimated $30 million, have 
been invited by the Ministry of 
Coordination of the Greek Govern- 
ment, Athens. The closing date 
for submission of bids will be 
January 14, 1957. 

A copy of the bid announcement 
in Greek with pertinent data and 
drawings is available for review 
on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S,. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

An English text of this an- 
nouncement is being prepared, 











Handtools: 

G. and L, Beiger (exporter’and whole- 
saler), 4 Vastra Tradgardsgatan, Stock- 
holm 16, seeks U. S. distributor for 
adjustable socket wrenches. 


Machinery and Equipment: 

Rekordverken (manufacturer), Skara- 
Ottum, seeks to license invention of a 
straw cutter to a U. S. manufacturer. 

Forshaga Bilverkstad (manufactur- 
er), Forshaga, seeks distributor in the 
United States for a sand spreader for 
trucks. Will also consider licensing ar- 
rangement with manufacturer, 

Pumps: 

Allan Rehnstrom & Co. (manufactur- 
er of pumps and technical equipment), 
Gavle, wishes to manufacture products ~ 
related to their present line under 
license from U. S. manufacturer, 

Rugs: 

Svangsta Mattvaveri (rug manu- 
facturer), Svangsta, wishes to sell 
direct modern-design chenille and wool 
rugs in scatter and room sizes, 

Steel Tubing: 

See Fabriks A/B (manufacturer, im- 
porter, exporter), Sandviken, seeks 
U. S. distributor for full line of steel 
tubing. 

Utensils—Household, Hospital: 

Kockums Emaljerverk (manufactur- 
er), Ronneby, seeks U. S. distributor for 
porcelain enameled steel and stainless 
steel household and hospital utensils. 


English Producer Asks 


Patents, Processes 


Blocktube Controls, Ltd., an English 
company engaged in the design and 
manufacture of mechanical remote- 
control systems, control boxes, and test 
bed controls for marine, aircraft, and 
general industrial purposes, is interested 
in obtaining patents, processes, and 
techniques for manufacture under 
license of related engineering products, 

This English manufacturing firm is 
said to have a well trained and efficient 
technical staff of design engineers, and 
adequate facilities for diversification 
and expansion of its production, 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with R. Brown, managing 
director, at Bicester Road, Aylesbury, 
Bucks, England. Descriptive literature 
on the company’s products is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Blocktube Controls, Ltd., is in prepara- 
tion and-soon will be available to quali- 
fied U. S. companies from BFC’s Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division for $1. 
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Brazil Wants Buses; Egypt Needs Chemicals, 
Laboratory Equipment; Other Bids Invited 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. sup- 
pliers. 


Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as in- 
dicated by symbol (*). 

Brazil: 

Supply of 150 trolley buses; bids in- 
vited until 4 p.m., September 24, Repre- 
sentative of bidder must present himself 
to the principal cashier of the Com- 
panhia Municipal de Transportes, Rua 
Augusta, 101, Sao Paulo, and deposit 
400,000 cruzeiros in money. or public 
bonds.* 


Egypt: 

Supply of assorted chemicals; bids in- 
vited until October 6 by the Public 
Health Laboratories, Sheikh Rihani 
Street, Cairo. Tenders must be submit- 
ted through an agent established in 
Egypt, accompanied by a provisional 
deposit of-2 percent of the value of the 
contract.* 


Supply of laboratory equipment, and 
of poultry equipment, deadline Sep- 
tember 20; laboratory scales and ap- 
paratus, September 22; dairy equipment, 
September 23; microscopes, balances, 
centrifuges, and other laboratory ap- 
paratus, September 25; laboratory equip- 
ment for plant protection, September 
27; and laboratory equipment for soil 
science, September 29. 

Bids must be submitted, through a 
local agent, to Ein el-Shams University, 
College of Agriculture, Kubbeh Palace, 
Cairo, accompanied by a 2 percent pro- 
visional deposit.* 

Iraq: 

Construction of a cross regulator— 
with navigation, lock, and fishway— 
and three head regulators for the ex- 
cavation of a new river channel, and 
the construction of irrigation canals for 
the Shatt El-Mishkhab Scheme—Fais- 
aliyah Regulator—in southern Iraq; bids 
invited until January 17, 1957, by the 
Directorate General of Contracts, Min- 
istry of Development, Baghdad. 

Bidding documents may be obtained 
from that authority for 20 Iraqi dinars 
(1 dinar=US$2.80) and bids must be 
accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
ef 35,000 dinars.* 

Mexice: 

Construction of a modern railway 
terminal and railway station at Mon- 
terrey, including passenger station, 
freight depot, warehouse, and offices, at 
an estimated cost of $2 million. Bids 
must be submitted before midday, 


12 


October 1, and work is to be completed 
by September 1957. 


Firms desiring to bid or to obtain 
further information should communicate 
with Sr. Licenciado Agustin Bassave 
Fernandez del Valle, Notario Publico, 
Edificio Isaac Garza, Despacho 306, 
Monterrey, N. L., Mexico.* 


El Salvador: 


Supply of complete chemical labora- 
tory equipment for the Institute of 
Technical Education, San Salvador, 
comprising 439 different items of 
various quantities, bid number 55/2426- 
14000-16/X1I/55; bids invited until 
September 20 by the Proveeduria Gen- 
eral de la Republica, Avenida Espana 
No. 53, San Salvador. List of equip- 
ment desired, in Spanish, available.* 


W. German Producer 
Wants Collaboration 


Warsteiner Eisenwerke AG, a West 
German manufacturer of iron and metal 
goods of all types, including heating 
stoves, bathtubs, sinks, truck chassis, 
and component parts for machinery, is 
interested in obtaining licenses from 
U. S. firms or a joint development of 
marketable products for sale in West 
Germany and Western Europe. 


Established in 1739, Warsteiner Eisen- 
werke AG reportedly is one of the 
largest and well established manufactur- 
ers in its field in West Germany. The 
property of the firm, which employs ap- 
proximately 1,000, is said to comprise 
299,900 square meters. 

Patented processes for the manu- 
facture of machine aggregates, house- 
hold appliances, road-construction ma- 
chines, and any other product to which 
the firm's facilities could be adapted are 
desired. 

Illustrated brochures depicting some 
of the company’s products are available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Warsteiner Eisepwerke also is avail- 
able to qualified U. S. companies from 
BFC’s Commercial Intelligence Division 
for $1. 





Canadian cotton imports for August- 
April of the 1955-56 season amounted 
to 317,000 bales of 500 pounds gross, or 
about 15 percent higher than 276,000 
bales imported during the 1954-55 pe- 
riod, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 


Imports from Mexico accounted for 


70 percent of the total, as compared 
with only 3 percent a year ago, 





Austrian Forest Estate 


Offered for Sale 


W. Thun-Hohenstein, an Austri- 
an realtor, would like to interest 
a U. S. firm-or individual in the 
purchase of a large forest estate 
near Klagenfurt, the capital of 
Carinthia, 

The forest estate reportedly 
contains 1 million cubic meters of 
lumber, of which some 45,000 cubic 
meters may be felled each year. 
In addition to the lumber avail- 
able, the estate also is said to 
have a first-rate game reserve. 

Detailed information on the 
property will be furnished upon 
request to Thun-Hohenstein, 12 
Burggasse, Klagenfurt. A World 
Trade Directory report on this 
real estate firm is available to 
qualified U. S. companies from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U, S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 











Sudan Invites Tenders 
For Managil Canal 


A preliminary call for tenders for 
construction of a canal from the Sennar 
Dam to the proposed Managil extension 
of the Gezira scheme has been issued 
by the Sudanese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The canal will be about 130 kilo- 
meters long, and about 28 million cubic 
meters will have to be excavated. The 
work must be completed by June 1, 
1959. Contract documents will be ready 
for issue about September 15, 1956, 
and the closing date for receipt of 
tenders will be November 15. 

Interested contractors may wish to 
send details of their experience in work 
of this type and details of contracts of 
similar magnitude fulfilled in the past 
5 years, together with evidence of their 
financial responsibility, to the Director, 
Ministry. of Irrigation, Wad Medani, 
Sudan. If desired, documents may be 
sent to the American Embassy, Khar- 
toum, for transmittal to the appropriate 
officials. Further details may be ob- 
tained from the Consulting Engineers, 
Sir M. MacDonald & Partners, 72 Vic- 
toria Street, London S.W. 1, or from 
the Sudanese Embassy, Windsor Park 
Hotel, Room 404, 2300 Connecticut 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C, 





Sweden's cotton imports for August 
1955-May 1956 amounted to 107,000 
bales of 500 pounds gross, a decline of 
11 percent from 120,000 bales imported 
in the corresponding months a year ago, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 














or 
ar 
on 
ed 
on 


ic 
he 








en ee eS ee 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Businessmen in... 
(Continued from front cover) 


trade as to merit the establishment of 
an American consulate there. They 
would also like to see a full-time com- 
mercial attache for Syria in Washington 
to handle their problems. 

Syrian importers in these towns, by 
way of illustrating American neglect of 
this market, point out that U. S. manu- 
facturers attempt to cover Syria through 
a Middle East representative who can 
hardly cover his area of responsibility. 
Hama and Aleppo, they add, are not 
given proper consideration as distribu- 
tion centers within Syria :itself. Busi- 
nessmen in Hama expressed the opin- 
ion that U. S. manufacturers of agricul- 
tural equipment should have distribu- 
tors there, since it is in the center of 
the Syrian agricultural belt. Aleppan 
businessmen also see good possibilities 
for growth of the tourist trade because 
of the archeological and historical sites 
Syria offers. 

The mission visited ginning mills, 
sugar plants, textile mills, wool ware- 
houses, refrigeration plants, waterworks, 
irrigation dams, and native markets 
(souks). Everywhere the group encoun- 
tered bustling activity and evidence of 
progress and change. 


Pure Water Available 


The water shortages are over in 
Damascus, Aleppo, and Hama; new 
plants now provide practically unlimited 
supplies of pure water. Near Homs, the 
Orontes River dam, which creates a 
lake in the middle of the desert so 
large that its wind-tossed waves are 
white-capped, is to be raised to provide 
more water to irrigate Syrian crops, the 
mission reports. 

To a team member who had visited 
Syria 40 years ago, the modern cities 
were barely recognizable. According to 
the team’s report, “In the shadows of 
the 3,000-year-old Aleppo citadel, old 
buildings with sun-baked clay-brick 
foundations are being cleared by bull- 
dozers to make way for Aleppo’s new 
one-way strcets. The amazing thing is 
that this progress has been made with- 
out outside aid, and largely through the 
efforts of private enterprise. Syrian 
Government help has been confined to 
roads, dams, irrigation canals, water- 
works, and similar projects which are 
patently public utilities.” 

At Latakia, Syria's only port, the 
mission inspected the new harbor instal- 
lation and discussed with authorities the 
relative advantages of roads and rail- 
roads as transportation routes between 
Aleppo and Latakia. Reduced buying of 
Latakia tobacco by U. S. cigarette man- 
ufacturers is one of the city’s most 
difficult problems. 


Mission Active at Fair 


The trade mission is now manning the 
Trade Information Center in the U. S. 
Pavilion at the month-long Damascus 
Fair, continuing through September 30. 


Septer her 17 1956 


New Opportunities for Trade With 
Syria Reported by U. S. Mission 


More than 70 new opportunities for U. S. businessmen to buy and 
sell in Syria have just been reported to the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


by the U. S. Trade Mission to Syria. 


The mission, which developed these opportunities in discussions with 
businessmen while making a prefair tour of Syrian commercial centers 


(see article on front cover), reports that 
they are but a few of many possibilities 
for doing business with Syria. The 
mission is now manning the U. S. Trade 
Information Center at the Damascus 
Fair and expects to develop additional 
trade opportunities there, 


The trade leads already reported by 
the mission are presented below. World 
Trade Directory reports on the firms 
involved may be obtained by qualified 
U. S. firms for $1 each from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C, 


Import Opportunities 


Agricultural Products: 

Raif Hamade (importer, wholesaler, 
retailer of agricultural machinery, tires, 
automobiles, and trucks; exporter of 
cereals, raw skins, and beeswax), P. O. 
Box 7, Hama, wishes to export direct 
500 metric tons high-quality split red 
lentils of 1 to 2% impurity; 100 metric 
tons of high-quality cumin seeds of 2 
to 3% impurity as required; and 300 
metric tons in lots of 30 metric tons 
monthly of the 1955 yield of caraway 
seeds of 3% impurity. 

Sons of Issa and Najib Karkour (im- 
porter-of agricultural machinery; whole- 
saler, exporter of cotton, wool, raw 
skins, and cereals), Madineh St., Hama, 
wishes to export direct 5,000 metric 
tons in lots of 1,000 metric tons month- 
ly of the 1956 crop of Syrian cotton 
seeds for extraction of oil. 

Animal Hair: 

Fakhri Adib Fakhri (manufacturer of 
carpets; wholesaler, exporter of wool 
and carpets), Souk el-Shajara, Hama, 
wishes to export direct 30 metric tons 
of clipped camel hair. Correspondence 
in French preferred. 

Mustapha Adib Fakhri and Bros. 
(wholesaler of carpets; wholesaler, ex- 
porter of wool, cotton, goat hair, and 
cereals), Hama, wishes to export di- 
rect 30 metric tons in lots of 5 metric 
tons monthly of high-quality goat hair. 
Correspondence in French preferred. 











Thé mission has also scheduled a series 
of meetings with the Damascus Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 


Trade opportunities developed by the 
mission are reported to BFC immedi- 
ately. The first group of opportunities 
reported by the mission is presented on 
this and following pages. 


Carpets and Rugs: 

Mustapha Adib Fakhri & Bros. (whole- 
saler of carpets; wholesaler, exporter 
of wool, cotton, goat hair, and cereals), 
Hama, wishes to export direct 9,600 
in lots of 800 monthly of handmade 
woolen rugs of high-quality fast colors. 
Correspondence in French eI. 

Clothing: 

Khaled Baroody (importer of cotton 
and rayon yarns; manufacturer, whole- 
galer, retailer, exporter of textiles, bath 
robes, tablecloths, and towels), Souk 
el-Tawil, Hama, wishes to export direct 
1,200 in lots of 100 monthly of cotton 
and about 10%-rayon handmade high- 
quality bathrobes for men, women and 
children. 3 

Hides and Skins: 

Raif Hamade (importer, wholesaler, 
retailer of agricultural machinery, tires, 
automobiles, and trucks; exporter of 
cereals, raw skins, and beeswax), P. O. 
Box 7, Hama, wishes to export direct 
3,000 high-quality raw goat skins; and 
3,600 annually in lots of 300 monthly 
of high-quality raw sheepskins. 

Semolina: 

Rifai, Akshar & Lababidi & Co, (So- 
ciete Commerciale des Cereales Agrico- 
les) (manufacturer, wholesaler, export- 
er), Homs, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 3,000 metric tons month- 
ly of fine and coarse first-quality 
semolina. 

Textiles: 

Fouad Adi (importer of cotton and 
rayon yarns; manufacturer, wholesaler, 
retailer, exporter of bathrobes, table- 
cloths, and towels), Souk Tawil, Hama, 
wishes to export direct 1,200 high- 
quality handmade white cotton towels 
in size 105 cm. x 190 cm. and 50 cm x 
100 cm. 

Khaled Baroody (importer of cotton 
and rayon yarns; manufacturer, whole- 
saler, retailer, exporter of textiles, bath- 
robes, tablecloths, and towels), Souk 
el-Tawil, Hama, wishes to export direct 
12,000 in lots of 1,000 monthly of high- 
quality handmade cotton tablecloths in 
all colors, 250 cm x 170 cm. 

Wax: 

Raif Hamade (importer, wholesaler, 
retailer of agricultural machinery, tires, 
automobiles, and trucks; exporter of 
cereals, raw skins, and beeswax), P. O. 
Box 7, Hama, wishes to export direct 
1,800 kgs. in lots of 150 kgs. monthly of 
high-quality crude beeswax. 


(Continued on_page 14) 
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French Paint Maker 
To Offer License 


Jean Farel, representing Paintures 
Cimentol of 2 ter et 7 bis, rue Victor 
Hugo, Charenton, Seine,~is scheduled to 
arrive in the United States September 
20, to discuss licensing arrangements 
with U. S. firms for the manufacture of 
the French company’s patented Cimentol 
C paint. 

Cimento] C, the trade name under 
which the paint is marketed in France, 
is said to be a new type of paint de- 
signed for use on wet surfaces or on 
items submerged in water or constantly 
wet. 

M. Fare? will be in the United States 
from 4 to 5 weeks, and will visit 
Rochester, N. Y.; Detroit; Chicago; 
Pittsburgh; Washington, D. C.; Phila- 
delphia; and New York City. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with M. Farel, c/o Hotel 
Barbizon, Lexington Avenue and 63d 
Street, New York, N. Y. 

Paintures Cimentol’s interest was an- 
nounced as a direct-sale import op- 
portunity in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
August 20, 1956, page 10. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the French firm is available to qualified 
U. S. companies from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D..C., for $1. 





New Opportunities .. . 
(Continued from page 13) 

Wool: 

Haj Abdul Hamid al-Abyad & Co. 
(wholesaler, exporter), Souk al-Soof, 
Homs, wishes to export direct 100 met- 
ric tons of 100% white washed wool, 
yield 86%. 

Husseini & Atassi (importer, whole- 
saler, retailer of agricultural and indus- 
trial machinery, automobiles, trucks, 
radios, and fertilizers; exporter of Sy- 
rian agricultural products), Abul el- 
Auf St., Homs, wishes to export direct 
or through agent 300 metric tons of 
white washed Syrian wool, yield 83/85% 
first clip. 

Sons of Issa and Najib Karkour 
(importer of agricultural machinery; 
wholesaler, exporter of cotton, wool, 
raw skins, and cereals), Madineh St., 
Hama, wishes to export direct 200 met- 
ric tons of 100% white washed high- 
quality, carpet wool, 80% yield. 


Export Opportunities 


Agricultural Equipment: 

Sabri Drouby & Sons (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturers’ agents), 
Homs, wishes to purchase direct $30,000 
worth of tractor spare parts to fit Ford- 
son Major, Nuffield, International, and 
Caterpillar. 

Automobile Supplies and Equipment: 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distrib- 
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utors and manufacturers’ agents), P. O. 
Box 300, Aleppo, wishes to purchase di- 
rect 20 units valve seat refacers; 400 
batteries of 6, 12, and 24 v. for auto- 
mobiles and agricultural tractors; 15 
units valve-grinding machines; 30. sets 
of differential gear and pinion for 
Chevrolet, Dodge, International, and 
De Soto trucks and automobiles; 800 
cylinder head valves for Chevrolet, 
Dodge, International, De Soto, Cater- 
pillar and Allis Chalmers trucks, trac- 
tors, and automobiles; 

Three-hundred sets of cylinder sleeves 
complete assembly with cylinder rings 
for Chevrolet, Dodge, International, and 
De Soto trucks and automobiles; 300 
sets of piston rings for Chevrolet, 
Dodge, International, and De Soto 
trucks and automobiles; 500 sets of 
aluminum, alloys, and cast iron pistons 
for Chevrolet, Dodge, International, and 
De Soto trucks; 10 cyclinder head blocks 
for Chevrolet, Dodge, International, and 
De Soto trucks; 120 units rear axle 
shafts, for Chevrolet, Dodge, Interna- 
tional, and De Soto trucks and auto- 
mobiles; 500 units yearly cf automobile 
batteries, 6, 12, and 24 v. 

Assadour H. Halajian (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturers’ agent), No. 
150 Bustan Gul-Ab St., Aleppo, wishes 
to purchase direct 600 semifinished pis- 
tons each for Chevrolet 6-cylinder 
trucks and automobiles and for Dodge 
6-cylinder trucks; 20 units each com- 
plete assembly’ engines for Chevrolet 
6-cylinder automobiles and trucks, and 
10 each complete assembly engines for 
Dodge 6-cylinder automobiles and 
trucks; 9,000 exhaust valves and 7,000 
intake valves for Chevrolet and Dodge 
automobiles; 2,000 pints annually of 
hydraulic brake fluid; and 500 front 
and rear wheel ball bearings for Chev- 
rolet trucks. 


Raif Hamade (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 
7, Hama, wishes to purchase direct 
spare parts worth $10,000 to fit on U. S. 
manufactured automobiles and trucks; 
150 second-hand automobiles, recondi- 
tioned and in good running condition. 

Batteries: 

Jarayji and Abbas Co. (importing 
distributors), Quatly St!, Homs, wishes 
to purchase direct 2,000 dry radio bat- 
teries, and 10,000 dry flashlight bat- 
teries of all sizes. 

Saad el-Din Sabbagh (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturers’ agent), 
Mourabet St., Hama, wishes to purchase 
direct 5,000 units dry cell radio B bat- 
teries, 1,000 hours. 

Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: 

Tarek S Awff (importing distribu- 
tor), Kessariet St., Homs, wishes to 
purchase direct 50 metric tons vegetable 
oil and 50 metric tons fatty acids for 
the soap industry; 50 metric tons palm 
acid oil, bleached; and 5 million tablets 
sulfathiazole, 0.5 gm. 

Mohamad Madani & Sons (importing 
distributors and manufacturers), Omar 


—— 


al-Khattab St., Hama, wishes to. pur. 
chase direct 50 metric tons of glucose, 

Clothing: 

Ibrahim Moughrabi & Sons (import- 
ing distributor), Homs, wishes to pur- 
chase direct readymade clothing for 
men, women, and children; 6,000 men’s 
shirts, white and colored; and men’s and 
women’s underwear, all colors, of silk, 
cotton, nylon, and rayon. 

Electrical Supplies and Equipment; 

Tarek S. Awff (importing distribu- 
tor), Kessariet St., Homs, wishes to 
purchase direct 200 units electric house. 
hold and commercial refrigerators from 
6 to 100 cu, ft., 110 v., a.c., 50 cycles, 

Fertilizers: 

Agricultural Improvement and Trade 
Co., Raslan and Chahine (importing 
distributor), Homs, wishes to purchase 
direct 50 metric tons of potassium 
chloride, 200 metric tons sodium nitrate, 
100 metric tons superphosphate, and 40 
metric tons ammonium sulfate. 

Sibai, Jamaleddine & Co. (importing 
distributor and manufacturers’ agent), 
P. O. Box 428, Homs, wishes to purchase 
direct 100 metric tons each of am- 
monium sulphate, superphosphate, so- 
dium nitrate, and potassium chloride. 

Forest Products: 

Tarek S. Awff (importing distribu- 
tor), Kessariet St., Homs, wishes to 
purchase direct 10,000 sq. m. of Cali- 
fornia veneer wood. 

Glassware: 

Mohamad Madani & Sons (importing 
distributor and manufacturer), Omar 
al-Khattab St., Hama, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 200 gross drinking glasses, 
small size. 

Handtools: 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distrib- 
utor and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
Box 300, Aleppo, wishes. to purchase 
direct 200 wrench sets and 50 sets of 
handtools, large sizes. 

Hardware: 

Abed-el-Rahim Adi (importing dis- 
tributor), Hader St., Hama, wishes to 
purchase direct 25 metric tons nails, 
sizes %” to 7”. 

Leather: 

Edmond Elbawe (importing distribu- 
tor and manufacturers’ agent), Hama, 
wishes to purchase direct 3,000 yards 
of industrial leather belts, from 214” 
to 15” wide. 

Machinery: 

Abed-el-Rahim Adi (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturer), Hader St., 
Hama, wishes to purchase direct ma- 
chinery for one complete plant to make 
hemp rope from hemp fiber, with a 
daily capacity of 2 metric tons. 

Tarek S. Awff (importing distribu- 
tor), Kessariet St., Homs, wishes to 
purchase direct one textile printing 
machine with 4 rollers, width 120 cm., 
electrically operated, 220 v. 

Machine Tools: |. 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distribu- 
tor and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
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Box 300, Aleppo, wishes to purchase 
direct 20 units electric drills, 110-220 
volts, a.c.; and 12 units bench lathe 
grinders, 110-220 v., a.c. 

Paper: 

Abed-el-Rahim Adi (importing dis- 
tributor), Hader St., Hama, wishes to 
purchase direct 50; metric tons kraft 
type wrapping paper, width 90 cm, 
weight 40-50 grams per 1 meter x 90 
cm. 

Pumps: 

Raif Hamade (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 
7, Hama, wishes to purchase direct 30 
centrifugal water pumps, coupled with 
engines, from 4” to 10” in diameter. 

Sporting Goods: 

Jarayji. and Abbas Co. (importing 
distributor), Quatly St., Homs, wish to 
purchase direct 50 units single barrel 
shotgun, 12 gage, and 50 units double 
barrel shotgun, 12 gage; 20 units .22 
calibre sporting automatic rifles, tubular 
magazine, 25 shots; and 100,000 units 
hunting cartridges, 12 gage, double 
chilled shots and buckshots. 

Textiles and Yarns: 

Wahid Assouad & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor and wholesaler), Souk el-Tawil, 
wishes to purchase direct 1,000,000 
yards of wool, cotton, nylon, rayon, and 
silk textiles, white, colored, and printed 
for men’s and women’s clothing. 

Tarek S. Awff (importing distribu- 
tor), Kessariet St., Homs, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 10 metric tons bright and 
dull rayon yarns, 120 and 150 denier, 
and 10 metric tons of bright crepe yarn 
No. 100, reeled on Alexander reels. 


Ibrahim Moughrabi & Sons (import- 
ing distributor), Homs, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 10,000 yards cotton tex- 
tiles printed for upholstery; 20,000 yards 
each mohair plush velvet for upholstery, 
cotton plush velvet for upholstery, and 
wool plush velvet for upholstery. 

Toilet Goods: 

Jarayji & Abbas Co. (importing dis- 
tributors), Quatly St., Homs, wishes 
to purchase direct 50 gross tubes of 
shaving cream, medium and large sizes, 
and 50 gross tubes of toothpaste, me- 
dium and large size. 


Agency Opportunities 


Agricultural Machinery: 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distribu- 
tor and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
Box 300, Aleppo, wishes to obtain 
agency for the following: 100 units an- 
nually of agricultural wheel tractors, 
diesel-engine drive from 25-75 hp.; 50 
units annually of agricultural tracklay- 
ing tractors, diesel-engine drive of 40-75 
hp.; 150 units annually of disk plows 
and cultivators; and 50 units annually 
of combines driven by tractors or self- 
propelled. 

Sabri Drouby & Sons (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturers’ agent), 
Homs, wishes to obtain agency for 50 
annually of combines driven by tractors 





September 17, 1956 





Latakia Firm Wants 
Macaroni Plant 


Mouhamed & Ahmed Wazzan, 
manufacturers, importing distribu- 
tors, and commission merchants, 
would like to purchase direct 
equipment for one complete plant 
to produce macaroni and biscuits, 
with a daily capacity of 2 to 3 
metric tons. 

Interested suppliers are invited 
to communicate with Mouhamed 
& Ahmed Wazzan, P. O. Box 106, 
Latakia, Syria. A World Trade 
Directory report on this company 
may be obtained for $1 by quali- 
fied U. S. businessmen from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











or self-propelled; and 100 annually of 
diesel-operated wheel agricuitural trac- 
tors, 45-60 hp. 


Raif Hamade (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 7, 
Hama, wishes to obtain agency for 
25 units annually of agricultural wheel 
tractors, diesel-engine drive of 25-50 
hp.; and 25 units annually of agricul- 
tural tracklaying tractors, diesel-en- 
gine driven of 40-75 hp. 

Edmond Elbawe (importing distribu- 
tor and manufacturers’ agent), Hama, 
wishes to obtain agency for 25 units 
annually of agricultural wheel tractors, 
diesel engine drive of 25-50 hp. 

Air-Conditioners: 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distrib- 
utor and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
Box 300, Aleppo, wishes to obtain 
agency for 50 units annually of electric 
air-conditioning equipment in room and 
larger sizes. 

Automotive Equipment: 

Raif Hamade (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 7, 
Hama, wishes to obtain agency for 40 
units annually of diesel and gasoline 
trucks of 2% to 10 metric tons capacity. 

Clothing: 

Pierre Sayegh & Fils (commission 
merchant), P. O. Box 44, Aleppo, wishes 
to obtain agency for 5,000 doz, annually 
of men’s nylon hose in all colors, both 
short and long; 1,000 doz, annually of 
nylon stockings for ladies; 3,000 doz. 
annually of men’s poplin and nylon 
shirts; and 3,000 doz. annually of men’s 
sport type cotton underwear. 

Diesel Engines: 

Raif Hamade (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 
Hama, wishes to obtain agency for 
100 annually of high-quality diesel en- 
gines of 600-800 r.p.m,. and 10-50 hp. 


Electrical Supplies and Equipment: 
Abdelnour Freres (importing distrib- 


utor and manufacturers’. agent), P. O. 
Box 300, Aleppo, wishes to obtain 
agency for 200 annually of electric 
household and commercial refrigerators 
from 6 to 100 cu. ft. 110 v., ac, 50 
cycles; 150 annually of electric vacuum 
cleaners in all sizes for home and office 
use, 110 v., a.c., 50 cycles; 100 annually 
of electric washing machines in medium 
and large sizes for home use, 110 v., 
a.c., 50 cycles; and 200 annually of elec- 
trie fans in sizes 6”, 8”, 10”, 12”, and 
16”, 110 v., a.c., 50 cycles. 

Agricultural Improvement & Trade 
Co. (Raslan and Chahine) (importing 
distributor), Homs, wishes to obtain 
agency for 100 annually of electric 
vacuum cleaners, in all sizes for home 
and office use 110 v., a.c., 50 cycles; and 
75 annually of electric washing ma- 
chines in medium and large sizes for 
home use of a standard type. 

Edmond Elbawe (importing distribu- 
tor and manufacturers’ agent), Hama, 
wishes to obtain agency for 40 annually 
of electric washing machines in medium 
and large sizes for home use of a stand- 
ard type, 110 v., a.c., 50 cycles; and 50 
annually of electric household and com- 
mercial refrigerators from 60 to 80 cu. 
ft., 110 v., a.c., 50 cycles. 


Saad el-Din Sabbagh (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturers’ agent), 
Mourabet St., Hama, wishes to obtain 
agency for 75 annually of electric_gen- 
eraters from 500-1,500 kw., 110/220 v., 
d.c., diesel driven. . 

M. R. Salloum (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent), No. 5, Izzat 
el-Jundi St., Homs, wishes to obtain 
agency for 100 annually of electric. 
heaters for home and office use in all 
sizes, 100 annually of electric house- 
hold and commercial refrigerators from 
60 to 80 cu. ft., and 200 annually of elec. 
tric fans in sizes 6”, 8”, 10”, and 16”, 
all of 110 v., ac. 50 cycles; and 80 
annually of electric washing machines 
in medium and small sizes for home 
use only of a standard type. 

Sibai, Jamaleddine & Co, (importing 
distributors and manufacturers’ agent), 
P. O. Box 428, Homs, wishes to obtain 
agency for.200 annually of electric vac- 
uum cleaners in all sizes for home and 
office use; 50 annually of a standard 
type electric washing machine in me- 
dium and large sizes; and 200 annually 
of electric fans in sizes 6”, 8”, 10” 12”, 
and 16”, 100 v. a.c., 50 cycles. 

Insurance: 

ACTICO (Arabian Commercial Trans- 
port Insurance Co.) (importing distrib- 
utor, commission merchant, and manu- 
facturers’ agent for general merchan- 
dise including agricultural machinery 
and electrical household appliances), — 
P. O. Box 135, Aleppo, wishes to repre- 
sent in Syria a U. S. life insurance 
company; also wishes to represent in 
Syria a U. S. maritime company which 
has a regular line calling at Atlantic, 
Adriatic, and Mediterranean ports. The 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Ice Cream Cone Factory 
Wanted in Syria 


Mohamad Madani & Sons, im- 
porting distributors and manufac- 
turers, are interested in purchas- 
ing plant for 1 factory producing 
20,000 ice-cream cones, each 8 x 5 
x 2 centimeters, per 24 hours. 

Interested firms are invited to 
send quotations to Mohamad 
Madani & Sons, Omar al-Khattab 
Street, Hama, Syria. A World 
Trade Directory report on this 
company may be obtained for $1 
by qualified U. S. firms from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











New Opportunities ... 
(Continued from page 15) 


Syrian firm will use 3 full ships’ cargoes 
monthly from Latakia and Beirut ports. 

Machine Tools: 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturers’ agent), P. O, Box 
300, Aleppo, seeks agency for 20 units 
annually of electric air compressors of 
% hp. to 4 hp., 110 v., 50 cycles, 1 phase. 

Pumps: 

Edmond Elbawe (importing distribu- 
tor, manufacturers’ agent), Hama, seeks 
agency for 100 units annually of irriga- 
tion pumps, 850-1,500 r.p.m., to be op- 
erated by diesel engine, 6-, 8-, 10-, 
12-, 15-, and 20-hp.; sizes 242” x3", 
3” x4”, and 4” x5”, 

Sibai, Jamaleddine & Co. (importing 
distributor, manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
Box 428, Homs, seeks agency for 300 
units annually of irrigation pumps, 850- 
1,500 r.p.m., to be operated by diesel 
engine, 6-, 8-, 10-, 12-, 15-, and 20-hp., 
sizes 2%" x3”, 3” x4”, and 4” x5”. 

Radio Sets: 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 
300, Aleppo, seeks agency for 100 units 
yearly of automobile radio receiving 
sets. 

Agricultural Improvement & Trade 
Co. (Raslan and Chahine), (importing 
distributor), Homs, seeks agency for 
200 yearly of portable radio receiving 
sets of 5, 6, 7, and 8 tubes, a.c. and d.c., 
100 v., 50 cycles, wooden and bakelite 
cabinets. 

Saad el-Din Sabbagh (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturers’ agent), Moura- 
bet St., Hama, wishes to obtain agency 
for 300 yearly of radio receiving sets, 
5 tubes, dry battery operated, with open 
eye, wooden and bakelite cabinets. 

M. R. Salloum (importing distributor, 
manufacturers’ agent), No. 5, Izzat el- 
Jundi St., Homs, seeks agency for 200 
units yearly .of home portable radio 
receiving sets of 5 to 9 tubes, a.c. and 
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d.c., 110 v., 50 cycles, wooden ard bake- 
lite cabinets. 

Sibai, Jamaleddine & Co. (importing 
distributor, manufacturers’ agent), P. O, 
Box 428, Homs, seeks agency for 200 
units yearly of home portable radio 
receiving sets of 5 to 9 tubes, a.c. and 
d.c., 100 v., 50 cycles, wooden and bake- 
lite cabinets. 

Sewing Machines: 

Sibai, Jamaleddine & Co. (importing 
distributor, manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
Box 428, Homs, seeks agency for 50 
units sewing machines yearly, hand- or 
foot-operated, complete thread with 3 
drawers. - 

Stoves: 

ACTICO (Arabian Commercial Trans- 
port Insurance Co.) (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturers’ agent, commission 
merchant), P. O. Box 135, Aleppo, seeks 
agency for 100 units annually of all 
sizes of gas cooking ranges. 

Textiles, Fibers, and Yarns: 

Tarek S. Awff (importing distribu- 
tor), Kessariet St., Homs, seeks agency 
for 5,000 yards monthly of crepe tex- 
tiles, plain, colored, and printed, 

Pierre Sayegh & Fils (commission 
merchant), P. O. Box 44, Aleppo, seeks 
agency for the following: 6,000 yards 
annually of cotton textile, satins, black 
and white, width 140 cm.; 6,000 yards 
annually of cotton textile prints, width 
70 cm., weight 80 gm. in a meter; 1,000 
metric tons annually of rayon viscose 
yarns, 100-, 120-, 150-, 200-, 300-, 450-, 
and 600-denier, multifilament in bright 
and dull; 


Forty metric tons annually of mer- 
cerized cotton yarns, raw and dyed; 
50 metric tons annually of nylon helan- 
ca yarns for hosiery mills; 1,000 metric 
tons annually, staple fiber in viscose and 
acetate, 114-denier, length and fiber 32- 
and 40-mm. in dull and bright, raw and 
dyed. 

Tires and Tubes: 

Abdelnour Freres (importing distrib- 
utor, manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 
300, Aleppo, seeks agency for 6,000 units 
annually of tires and tubes of all sizes. 

Raif Hamade (importing distributor, 
manufacturers’ agent), P. O. Box 7, 
Hama, seeks agency for 100 tires and 
tubes monthly of various sizes for auto- 
mobiles and trucks. 


Trade Lists on Syria 





U. S. firms interested in trade with 
Syria may obtain lists of firms engaged 
in foreign trade in that country from 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

Maintained to assist U. S. foreign 
traders in establishing Syrian trade 
contacts, the following trade lists are 
available: 

Advertising Media. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment—Importers and Dealers. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers, 


a 


Automotive Vehicles and Equipment 
—Importers and Dealers. 

Books, Magazines, and Periodicals 
Importers and Dealers. 


Boots and Shoes—Manufacturers, 
Chemicals—Importers and Dealers, 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicraftg— 
Manufacturers and Exporters. 


Dental Supply Houses. 

Dry Goods and Clothing—Importers 
and Dealers. 

Electrical Supplies and Equipment — 
Importers and Dealers. 

Fruits and Nuts—Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters. 

Glass and Glassware—Importers and 
Dealers. 7 


Hardware—Importers and Dealers, 
Hospitals. 


Instruments, Professional, and Scien- 
tific—Importers and Dealers. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Materials— 
Importers and Dealers, 

Jewelry—Importers and Dealers, 

Leather and Shoe Findings—Import- 
ers and Dealers, 

Lumber—Importers, Agents, and Ex- 
porters. 

Machinery—Importers and Dealers, 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparations— 
Importers and Dealers. 

Office Supplies and Equipment—iIm- 
porters and Dealers. 

Paints, Varnishes, and Pigments—Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers, 

Paper and Stationery—Importers and 
Dealers. 

Petroleum Industry. 

Photographic Supplies 
Photographers. 

Provisions—Importers and Dealers. 

Radio and TV Equipment and Com- 
ponents—Importers and Dealers. 

Seeds and Bulbs—Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters. 

Second-Hand Clothing — Importers 
and Dealers. 

Sporting Goods, Toys, and Games— 
Importers and Dealers, 

Textile Industry. 

Wood Exporters. 

For several years the United States 
has been a large exporter of certain 
products to Syria, among which are 
automotive . vehicles and equipment, 
agricultural machinery and implements, 


Dealers and 


second-hand clothing, and chemicals 
and related products. 
Syria’s principal exports to -the 


United States are raw wool and tobacco. 

In addition to the names and ad 
dresses of business firms classified as 
importers, dealers, producers, or ek- 
porters, trade lists generally contain 
hasic trade and industry data on the 
particular category covered. Trade lists 
may be purchased from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., @ 
from any of the Department's Field 
Offices, at $2 each, 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevailing 
laws and regulations in this country and 
abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commeérce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aircraft: 

Treland—-Montgomerys, Ltd. (import- 
er, retailer, wholesaler of glass, paints, 
building supplies; manufacturer, re- 
tailer of laminated safety glass; also 
aviation division), 171 Parnell St., Dub- 
lin, wishes to export direct 6 aircraft 
complete with engines: Chipmunk T.10 
all metal low-wing primary trainer, 
manufacturer 1950/51 by de Havilland 
Aircraft Co., Ltd., of England. 

These aircraft are reported to be part 
of a limited number released by the 
British Air Ministry, in perfect flying 
order, fully aerobatic. Wingspan 34’'4”; 
length 25'5”; landing wheel track 9’; 
radio and full instrument flying panel; 
dual controls; metal propeller; electric 
intercom; engine rated 145 hp.; maxi- 
mum speed 138 m. p. h.; 18-gal. fuel 
tank; climb 800 ft. a min.; ceiling 16,000 
{t.; crusing speed 120 m. p.h.; perspex 
enclosed cabin with 2-seat tandem cock- 
pit. Gipsey major engine, consuming 6 
gallons of fuel per hour. 

Alcoholic Beverages: 

Belguim—Brasseries Les Peupliers S. 
A. (brewer, exporter, wholesaler of beer, 
Mineral water, and lemonade), 112 
Chaussee d’Anvers, Mortsel near Ant- 
Werp, wishes to export Belgian beer. 

Cement: 

France—S. A. des Chaux & Ciments 
de Lafarge & du Teil (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 32 avenue de New 
York, Paris 16eme, wishes to export di- 





Sepiember 17, 1956 


rect or through agent in areas other 
than New York, Texas, Florida, and 
Louisiana, large quantities of all kinds 
of cement, 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

British East Africa—Musee des Arts 
(wholesaler, retailer, exporter), P. O, 
Box 3507, Nairobi, Kenya, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent African 
curious. Photographs available. * 

Italy—E B E Pelletterie (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 1 Via Villa 
della Regina, Turin, wishes to export 
direct or through agent novelty "sum- 
mer handbags and belts for ladies. 

Lebanon — Handicraft Distribution 
Center (exporter and development cen- 
ter for craftsmen and small manufac- 
turers), P.O. Box 2806, Beirut, wishes 
to export handmade apparel and acces- 
sories of leather, silver, and fabric; 
casual furniture; basketry; cutlery; and 
tableware. Illustrated catalog and de- 
scriptive price list available from the 
center. 

Thailand—Philip H)Peng & Co. man- 
ufacturers’ representative, exporter), 
273 Phya Thai Road, P.O. Box 434, 
Bangkok, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 92.5% sterling silver 
nielloware, bronzeware, and Thai silk. 

Furniture: 

Netherlands—N. V. Wed. J. Ahrend 
& Zoon (importer, exporter of geodetic 
surveying, office, and drawing equip- 
ment and related supplies; manufac- 
turer, exporter of steel furniture, office 
supplies, cylinder locks), 24 Singel, 
Amsterdam, wishes to export direct or 
through agents in eastern U. S. high- 
quality steel office and industrial furni- 
ture of all kinds. Illustrated price list 
available upon request to firm. 

Nerway—A/S Eidsfjord Mobelfabrik 
(manufacturer), Eidslandet (near Ber- 
gen), wishes to export direct but prefers 





Canadian Manufacturer 


Seeks License 


Paul: Curran, Ltd., of Toronto, 
manufacturer of spray metal 
cleaning machines and pickling 
plants, is interested in obtaining 
agency and/or license from a U: S. 
firm for the manufacture and sale 
in Canada of mechanical-engi- 
neering products and equipment. 

The company, reportedly well 
organized and equipped to manu- 
facture a diversified line of prod- 
ucts, seeks licenses for items such 
as drying ovens or paint spray 
booths. Paul Curran, Ltd., is a 
subsidiary of Edward Curran Engi- 
neering, Ltd., of Cardiff, Wales. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with the man- 
ager of the company at 3269 
Bloor Street West, Toronto 18, 
Ontario, 











regional agents for high-quality cab- 
inets, tables, and chairs, Chairs can be 
delivered in knock-down form. 

Hosiery: 

Sweden—Car] Emond AB (importer of 
leather, buckles, elastic bands, scarves, 
yarns, rayon cloth, handkerchiefs, ete.; 
manufacturer of braces, belts, hosiery 
bands, ties, hosiery, bathing apparel, 
etc.), Landsrona, wishes to export direct 
or through agent high-quality Swedish 
manufactured men’s hosiery of various 
kinds. Description and _ specifications ~ 
will be submitted to interested buyers 
upon request to firm, 

Jewelry: , 

France—Societe Bagnis Freres (man- 
ufacturer); 22 boulevard National, Mar- 
seille, wishes to export direct or through 
agent medals, earrings, brooches, and 
other lightweight gold jewelry, both 
machine and handmade. : 

Lubricants: 

Germany—Heinrich Koester (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 13 Kaiserstrasse, 
Schwelm/Westf., wishes to export direct 
or through agent wire and pipe drawing 
fats and stearate drawing powder. De- 
scriptive leaflet in German available.* 

Germany—Gebr. Siebert GmbH (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 173 Karl-Geusen- 
Strasse, Dusseldorf, wishes to 
direct iarge quantities of technical oils 
and fats for metal processing, lubriecat- 
ing oil, and greases, 

Machinery: 

Germany—G. Standhardinger (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 23 Gneisenaustrasse, 
Dusseldorf, wishes to export direct or 
through agent fully- and semi-automatic 
shoe cementing presses. Descriptive and 
illustrated leaflets available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

Venezuela—C.A. Distribuidora Medar- 
do D’Ambrosio (importer, wholesaler, 
selling agent of provisions, wines, and 
liquors), 199 Venado a Rio, Caracas, 
wishes to purchase direct wines and 
liquors. 

Automotive Equipment: 

Paraguay—Repuestomovil S.R.L. (im- 
porter, retailer of automotive spare 
parts and tools), Mexico 304, Asuncion, 
wishes to purchase direct all kinds of 
automobiles and trucks, parts, and 
equipment, including motors, tires, and 
lubricating grease and oil. 

Building Materials: 

Canada—Aluminum Insulation, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, distributor of aluminum 
insulation), 61 Crockford Blvd., Toron- 
to, Ontario, wishes to purchase direct 
building trade supply products, partic- 
ularly aluminum building blanket imsu- 
lation (for home insulation), and vapor 
barrier papers, for use by building-trade 
supply houses, contractors, and builders. 

Chemicals: 

Netherlands — Anorex (agent selling 
chemicals), 173 Waalsderperweg, The 
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Hague, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency from U. S. chemical man- 
ufacturers for sulfated sodium, cetyl- 
oleyl alcohols, sulfonated fatty acid 
amides, and alkyl-aryl sulfonates in 
powder or pastes. 

Confectionery: 

Austria — Hans Muellehner (whole- 
saler and retailer of foodstuffs), 14 Kel- 
lergrasse, Linz, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and/or obtain agency for chocolates 
and candies, including those of finest 
quality. 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany — Fruechte-Vertrieb Karl 
Herling KG. (importer, wholesaler of 
bananas, peanuts, and citrus fruit), 13a 
Schlenhofstrasse, Essen, wishes to pur- 
chase direct bananas and peanuts. 

Germany—J. & K. Grundmann (im- 
porter, wholesaler of food, dairy, and 
meat products of all kinds), 17 Am 
Nordpark, Wuppertal-Barmen, wishes to 
purchase direct fruit and vegetable pre- 
serves, and fruit juice. Firm also is in- 
terested in acting as selling agent on 
commission basis for food, dairy, meat, 
fruit, and vegetable products. 

Germany — Franz Kurth (importer, 
wholesaler of lard, fat backs, frozen 
livers, and kidneys), Liebigstrasse, 
Koeln-Schlachthof, wishes to purchase 
direct fat backs, frozen livers, and kid- 
neys in 10- to 15-ton lots. 


Germany—Hans Welbers & Co., 0.H.G. 
(importer, wholesaler, exporter of game 
and poultry), Loewenbergerhof, Em- 
merich/Rhein, wishes to purchase direct 
game and poultry. 

Lebanon—Antoine Massoud (import- 
er, wholesaler, commission merchant, 
sales agent handling canned foods, 
liquors, and beverages), P.O. Box 21, 
Bab Edriss, Beirut, wishes 'to purchase 
U. S. surplus buter in quantities of 50 
tons quarterly, 

Venezuela — C.A. Distribuidora Me- 
dardo D’Ambrosio (importer, whole- 
saler, selling agent of provisions, wines, 
and liquors), 199 Venado a Rio, Caracas, 
wishes to purchase direct provisions in 
general. 

Venezuela—Andres Garcia Ramirez— 
“Abastos Nueva Granada” (importer, 
distributor of provisions in general), 
Avenida Las Ciencias, Los Chaguara- 
mos, Caracas, wishes to purchase direct 
on a commission or distribution basis 
canned goods of all kinds. 

Machinery: 

Norway—E, D. Knutsen & Co, (im- 
porter, jobber, agent handling all types 
of cranes and transportation equip- 
ment), 8 Kirkegaten, Oslo, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
heavy mobile cranes, dock cranes, berth 
and fitting-out cranes for shipyards, 
builders’ cranes and hoists, and mechan- 
ical handling equipment. 

Thailand—Boon Song Phanich & Co., 
Ltd. (wholesale distributor), 289-291 
New Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase 
direct four sets of single-color rotary 





Industrial Standards in 
Japan Described 


A booklet entitled “Industrial 
Standardization in Japan,” pub- 
lished by the Japanese Standards 
Association in Tokyo, explains how 
industrial standards are _ estab- 
lished and describes their various 
uses, 

A list of Japanese industrial 
standards is included for indus- 
tries such as civil engineering and 
building construction; mechanical 
and electrical engineering; auto- 
motive, transportation, and ship- 
building; ferrous and nonferrous 
materials and metallurgy; chem- 
ical, textile, mining, pulp and 
paper, ceramics, domestic wares, 
medical equipment, and aircraft. 


A copy of this publication may 
be obtained on request from the 
Japanese Embassy, 2514 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C, 











offset printing machines, size 15 x 2114”, 
a. c. 110-volt, single-phase, or a. c. 175- 
volt, 3-phase, complete with aluminum 
plate or paper plate. Catalog and price 
list requested by firm. 

Office Machines: 

Norway—lIvar Eide Maskiner (im- 
porter, retailer), 16 Akersgaten, Oslo, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for office machines, 


Pharmaceuticals: 
S. Rhodesia—Central African Phar- 
maceuticals (Pvt.), Ltd. (pharmaceu- 


tical wholesaler, distributor, manufac- 
turer), P.O. Box 2279, Salisbury, wishes 
to purchase direct and seeks agency for 
pharmaceuticals. 

Textiles: 

Morocco—David Guenoun (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 52 
rue Legazpi, Tangier, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for tex- 
tiles of cotton and synthetic fibers, 


AGENCY CPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Supplies: 

Kuwait — Bawa Harisingh Jaisingh 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer), P.O, 
Box 220, New St., Kuwait, seeks agency 
for automotive spare parts. 


Morocco — Mesod Anselem Eljarrat 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 5, Pasaje del Cine Ideal, La- 
rache, seeks agency for automobile 
spare parts and accessories. 

Chemicals: 

India—Trade Link (India) (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 
10 Jackson Lane, Calcutta 1, seeks 
agency for calcium carbide, soda ash, 
caustic soda, sodium bicarbonate, po- 
tassium permanganate, hydrogen perox- 





ide, plastic molding powder, and Poly-; 
strene molding powder. 

Italy—G, E. Hess (agent, wholesaler 
of raw materials and chemicals for pa- 
per, rubber, and cotton mills), 1 Via 
Montecuccoli, Turin, wishes to be ap/ 
pointed as agent for Italy for pigments 
and chemical products for rubber in- 
dustries. 

Norway—Harald Mathisen (importer, 
sales agent for chemicals and raw mate. 
rials), 5 Kronprinsensgate, Oslo, séeks 
agency for polythylene (polythene), 
polystyrene, polyesterresins, and phenol 
39/41°, synthetic and natural, 

Electrical Appliances: 

Morocco — Mesod Anselem Eljarrat 
(manufacturer's agent, commission mer- 
chant), 5, Pasaje del Cine Ideal, La- 
rache, wishes to obtain agency for elec- 
trical household appliances. 

Engineering Equipment: 

England — David W. Munson, Ltd. 
(engineers’ agent), 15A The Mall, Eal- 
ing, London, W. 5, is interested in act- 
ing as a factory sales agent for U. S, 
manufacturers of engineering specialty 
products—for distribution to British 
manufacturers—as follows: Commercial 
motor products, mining equipment (coal, 
gold, tin, copper, etc.), public works 
contractors supplies, hydraulic engineer- 
ing and well-drilling equipment, ma- 
chine tools, heavy gear and gear boxes, 
small and handtools, agricultural im- 
plements, electrical engineering equip- 
ment, pumps, and motor accessories, 
Firm is particularly interested in small- 
er finished product or commodity, which 
could be used either as a production 
item in any of these categories, or pos- 
sibly as a maintenance item. 

Foodstuffs: 

Kuwait — Bawa Harisingh Jaisingh 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer), P. O, 
Box 220, New St., Kuwait, seeks agency 
for foodstuffs. 


Morocco — Mesod Anselem Eljarrat 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 5, Pasaje del Cine Ideal, La- 
rache, seeks agency for canned food and 
groceries. 


New Zealand—R. W. Midgley Trading 
Co. (commission merchant, sales/indent 
agent), 78 Lichfield St., Christchurch, 
wishes to obtain agency for foodstuffs 
of all kinds, particularly dried fruit and 
salmon. 

Forest Products: 

Italy—Antonio Burdin (agent selling 
lumber and wood in planks), 4 Via Pal- 
mieri, Turin, wishes to be appointed as 
agent in Italy for leading U. S. produc- 
ers and exporters of special lumbers 
and wood in planks, 

Hardware: 

Morocco — Mesod Anselem Eljarrat 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 5, Pasaje del Cine Ideal, La- 
rache, seeks agency for tools and kitch- 
en hardware. 

Nicaragua—Paul Teysseyre (agent), 
Apartado 1548, Managua, seeks agency 
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on @ commission basis for general hard- 
ware. 

fron and Steel Building Materials: 

India—Trade Link (India) (manufac- 
qurer’s agent, commission merchant), 10 
Jackson Lane, Calcutta 1, seeks agency 
for the following galvanized plain and 
corrugated sheets: 3x6’, 3x7’, 3x8’, 
3x9’, and 3x 10’; 26-, 28-, 30-, and 32- 
gage. Immediate requirement: 700 long 
tons. 

Nicaragua—Paul Teysseyre (agent), 
Apartado 1548, Managua, seeks agency 
fer structural iron and steel. 


Lubricants: 

Kuwait — Bawa Harisingh Jaisingh 
(importer, wholesaler, retailer), P. O. 
Box 220, New St., Kuwait, seeks agency 
for motor oils and lubricants. 


Office Supplies and Equipment: 

India—Trade Link (India) (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
10 Jackson Lane, Calcutta 1, wishes to 
obtain agency for pencils of all kinds, 
fountain pens (also parts and nibs), 
cellophane tapes, writing paper and en- 
velopes, staplers, number machines, 
check writers, perforators, table sharp- 
eners, and drawing instruments. 

Paper: 

India—-Trade Link (India) (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
10 Jackson Lane, Calcutta 1, seeks 
agency for paper and board of all types, 
including M.G. pure ribbed kraft, tissue, 
glassine, offset printing, marble, flint, 
Jeatherette, bank, and airmail. 

Textiles: 

Morocco — Mesod Anselem Eljarrat 
(manufacturer's agent, commission mer- 
chant), 5, Pasaje del Cine Ideal, La- 
rache, seeks agency for textiles of cot- 
ton and synthetic fibers. 

Norway—Sverre Th. Carlmark (im- 
port agent on commission basis), 19 f 
Ekebergveien, Oslo, seeks agency for 
piece goods for women’s wear, particu- 
larly of synthetic fibers and blends. 

Norway—Omar Omar (manufactur- 
er’s agent for textile piece goods), 20 
Karl Johansgate, Oslo, seeks agency for 
cotton, nylon, orlon, and rayon piece 
goods, dyed and printed in guaranteed 
fast colors. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which mim- 
eographed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
Sates from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
end industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 


Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Philippines, July 1956. 

Boot and Shoe Importers and Dealers 
—E]l Salvador, July 1956. 
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Clothing Manufacturers — Austria, 
July. 1956. 


Coffee and Cacao Exporters—Guate- 
mala, July 1956. 


Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Indonesia, August 
1956. 

Feedstuff Importers and Dealers— 
British Honduras, August 1956. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Uruguay, July 1956, 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Egypt, 
July 1956. 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers—Pan- 
ama, July 1956. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Western Germany 
and Berlin, July 1956. 

Metal Bed and Cot importers, Deal- 
ers, and Manufacturers—Costa Rica, 
August 1956. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Spain, August 1956. 

Radio Equipment and Component 
Manufacturers—Inida, July 1956. 

Tea Exporters—Mozambique, August 
1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Greece, July 1956. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Leslie D. Davis, represent- 
ing S. Hoffnung & Co., Ltd. (importer), 
153/7 Clarence St., Sydney, is interested 
in contacting importers and distributors 
of general merchandise, including hard- 
ware, textiles, and foodstuffs, and also 
plastic manufactures. Scheduled to ar- 
rive September 25, via New York, for a 
5-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Michelson & Stern- 
berg, 45 West 45th St., New York 36, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Philadel- 
phia, Providence, Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles. 

Australia — Clement Sydney Sheriff, 
representing Cornell, Ltd. (importer of 
motor equipment and accessories; dis- 
tributor of tobacco, motor equipment 
and accessories, and sundries), 122 Pirie 
St., Adelaide, South Australia, is inter- 
ested in import of motor equipment and 
accessories. Scheduled to arrive approx- 
imately September 24, via Montreal, 
Canada, for a 2%-weeks visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Deep Sea Export 
& Import Co. Inc., 92 Liberty St., New 
York 6, N. Y. Itinerary:. New York, 
Washington, San Francisco, Los An- 
geles, and other cities as required. 

Chile—Oscar Castro Quiroga, repre- 
senting Santiago Branch of the Banco 
Espanol-Chile, Holanda 3221, Santiago, 
is interested in visiting commercial 
banks and studying the possibilities of 
using business machines in the bank; 
he also is interested in appointing a 


sales agent for Chilean wines. Was 
scheduled to arrive September 3, via 
Miami, for a 3-month visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Chilean Consulate 
General, 61 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: Washington, D. C.; New 
York; Philadelphia; and St. Louis. 

Chile—Jorge Pietrapiana, represent- 
ing Fabrica Industrial de Maquinarias 
y Repuestos FIMAR (manufacturer of 
machinery for making socks and sweat- 
ers), 378 Miraflores, Santiago, is inter- 
ested in visting manufacturers of ma- 
chinery for the manufacture of wool 
socks and knitted underwear, and ob- 
taining technical information. Was 
scheduled to arrive September 12, via 
Miami, for a visit of 20 to 30 days. U. S. 
address: c/o Chilean Consulate General, 
61 Broadway, New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: Miami, New York, Los Angeles, 
and Washington. 

Chile — Boruch Zeldis, representing 
Zeldis Sociedad Anonima Comercial e 
Industrial (importer, retailer, whole- 
saler, manufacturer of jewelry), calle 
Condell 1228, Casilla 870, Valparaiso, is 
interested in buying a synthetic rubber 
plant and engaging services of firm to 
set up plant in Chile. Scheduled to ar- 
rive in September, via New York, for a 
visit of about 4 months, U. S. address 
not given. Itinerary: New York, Wash- 
ington, and San Francisco. 

Denmark—Erik Petersen, represent- 
ing Carl F. Petersen (importer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 65 Gl. Kgevej, Valby, 
is interested in handtools for woodwork- 
ing, electric tools for woodworking 
(hand tools), glues and resins, cutting 
tungsten carbide for woodworking. 

as scheduled to arrive about, Sep- 
tember 16, via New York, for a 4- to 5- 
week visit. 

U. S. addresses: ¢/o Danish Consulate 
General, 17 Battery Place, New York, 
N. Y.; 38 East Bellevue Place, Chicago, 
Iil.; Room 491, Mills Bldg., 220 Mont- 
gomery St., San Francisco 41, Calif, 
Itinerary: New York; New Britain, 
Conn.; Philadelphia; Washington; Lou- 
isville; Chicago; Milwaukee; and San 
Francisco. 

England—Erwin Brecher, represent- 
ing Manner Biscuits, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer, exporter of biscuits), 130-132 
Cromwell Road, London, S.W. 7, is in- 
terested in U. S. techniques in connec- 
tion with the manufacture of biscuits, 
particularly wafer biscuits. Scheduled 
to arrive September 27, via New York, 
for a 4- to 6-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Norca Corp., Em- 
pire State Bldg., 350 Fifth Ave., New 
York 1, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Wash- 
ington. 

France—Bertrand Peugeot, represent- 
ing Peugeot & Cie, 19 avenue du Gen- 
eral Mangin, Paris, 16e, is interested in 
obtaining technical information regard- 
ing merchandising, servicing, wholesale 
organization, production, chain stores, 


(Continued on page 27) 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





New Bus Operation Linking Costa Rica 
And Nicaragua Offers Daily Service 


The first regular bus service between 
San Jose and Penas Blancas on the 
Nicaraguan border, inaugurated Au- 
gust 1, is operated by Empresa Centro- 
americana de Transportes (ECATRA), 
a newly organized Costa Rican firm. 

Scheduled daily service is maintained 
between San Jose and Penas Blancas 
and unscheduled service is provided to 
Managua, Nicaragua, depending on the 
number of seats sold. 

Transit authorities have set the rate 
from San Jose to Penas Blancas at 
26.50 cordobas and to Managua, at 60 
cordobas (6.63 cordobas=US$1). 

The company has an exclusive fran- 
chise to Penas Blancas, but is required 
to charge a higher rate than that 
charged by existing station wagon serv- 





Australian Exchange 
Allowances Reduced 


The Australian Government has _re- 
duced the minimum exchange allowance 
for Australian tourists traveling in the 
sterling area, and the amount that im- 
migrants will be allowed to remit to 
relatives living outside Australia. 

The following reductions were an- 
nounced by the Acting Prime Minister 
on July 16: 

@® Maximum exchange allowance for 
travel*in the sterling area, £1,300-£1,000. 


@® Maximum amount that immigrants 
may remit to relatives in the sterling 
area, £250-£200 a quarter for each re- 
cipient. 

@® Maximum monthly rate for remit- 
tances by immigrants to relatives re- 
siding outside the dollar or sterling 
areas, £30-£25 a person, with the maxi- 
mum remittance to any one family, 
£90-£75 monthly. 

These reductions followed the Gov- 
ernment’s decision to tighten its im- 
port-licensing policy. However, special 
consideration still will be given in 
hardship cases. 

The $200-allowance for travel in the 
dollar area and £300 for travel outside 
the sterling and dollar areas have not 
been changed.—U. S. Embassy, Can- 
berra. 





France Plans Power Plant 


A tide-driven electric-power plant is 
to be built in France on the Rance 
River estuary, at the point of a 12- 
meter tide. 

The plant’s generators will utilize in- 
coming and outgoing tidewaters, and 
production is qxpected to be 800 million 
kilowatts a year, beginning in 1963.— 
U. S. Embassy, Paris. 
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ices to intermediate points between San 
Jose and Penas Blancas. The company 
does not have a franchise or operating 
contract in Nicaragua, nor are there 
any special arrangements to facilitate 
customs clearance at the Nicaraguan, 
frontier. 

The availability of this type of motor 
transportation service at relatively low 
rates, the first of its kind in Central 
America, is expected to enhance the 
use of the Inter-American Highway by 
tourists between San Jose and Managua 
and beyond.—U. S. Embassy, San Jose. 





Nicaragua To Develop 
Hydroelectric Power 


A general development plan has been 
completed in Nicaragua to obtain hydro- 
electric power and irrigation from the 
Tuma, Viejo, and Grande de Mata- 
galpa Rivers through a series of dams, 
storage reservoirs, and diversions. 

Preliminary designs and cost esti- 
mates are“being prepared on the proj- 
ect, which will include a dam and stor- 
age reservoir on the Tuma River, diver- 
sion to the Viejo River, and develop- 
ment of power on the drop from the 
reservoir to the Viejo River. 





Quito Expands Power Supply 


The new diesel power plant planned 
for Quito, Ecuador, will make 1,000 
kilowatts of additional power available 
by December and an additional 2,000 by 
July 1957, the power company has 
announced. 

By October 1957 another 1,500 kilo- 
watts are expected to be available for 
Quito on a rental basis from a small 
hydroelectric plant being built at 
Machachi. 


The company also is considering 
establishing. a 4,700-kilowatt hydro- 
electric plant at Pisque Irrigation 
Canal. 

The hydroelectric project at Cunun- 
yacu financed by the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development is 
scheduled to be finished by 1959 and to 
supply Quito with 18,500 kilowatts. 
Currently the city’s electrical capacity 
is only 12,400 kilowatts.—U. S. Embassy, 
Quito. 





U. S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco for fiscal 1956 totaled 576.1 mil- 
lion pounds, export weight, valued at 
$378.9 million, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 

This was the highest fiscal year ex- 
port since 1947 and the highest value 
on record, 





Panama Circulates 
Special Stamps 


An issue of 625,000 stamps 
commemorating the Sixth Inter- 
American Municipal Congress wag 
placed in circulation in Panama on 
August 17, opening day of the 
Congress. 

The stamps are in three denomi- 
ations. The 3-cent stamp bears 
the coat of arms of Panama City. 
The 25-cent airmail stamp shows 
the ruins of the old Panama Ca- 
bildo, and the 50-cent airmail 
stamp depicts the present City 
Hall building. 











Taiwan To Construct 
$9.2-Million Highway 


Taiwan's Cross-Island Highway, which 
extends from Taichung near the west- 
ern seacoast for some 231 kilometers 
to Hualien, via Lia-San, on the eastern 
coast is scheduled to be completed at 
an estimated cost of $9.2 million. 

A branch route extends from Lia- 
San, northeast 119 kilometers to the 
east coast town of Lotung. 

It is proposed that the Cross-Island 
Highway be single lane, with two lanes 
where the topography permits and 
turnouts at every half-kilometer on the 
single-lane sections. Two-lane construc- 
tion throughout would be very costly, 
since the road adjoins almost vertical 
cliffs in many places. 

The highway will give easier or bet- 
ter access to regions devoted to lumber- 
ing, water power, and mining and will 
open up new territory for settlement. 








Visitors to East Africa in 1955 spent 
an estimated $1.8 million, according to 
the Eighth Annual Report of the East 
Africa Tourist Travel Association. Ken- 
ya was visited by 35,722 tourists, Tan- 
ganyika, 5,500, and Uganda, 7,381. 
There were 2,838 American visitors to 
East Africa, excluding Zanzibar, 5,000 
Rhodesians, and 3,800 South Africans. 


There has been considerable develop- 
ment in long distance bus service, in- 
creasingly popular with tourists who 
find private-hire vehicles too costly. 
Uganda and Tanganyika have made im- 
portant road improvements. However, 
the tourist industry is handicapped by a 
lack of hotel accommodations, which 
was pointed up by the peak 1955 visitor 
traffic. 

The East Africa Tourist Travel As- 
sociation opened its fifth branch office 
in London in August 1955. 
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Greek Economic ... 
(Continued from page 5) 

at Aspropyrgos, near Eleusis, on the 
Bay of Salamis was proceeding on sched- 
ule 6 months after work began, Progress 
was being made in the laying of the 
Megara-Aspropyrgos crude-oil pipline 
and in other ground installations at the 
plant site. 

The first phase of the Larymna min- 
jing and provessing project, to produce 
56,000 tons annually of nickeliferrous 
pellets, had been completed and tests 
were being conducted preliminary to 
the plant’s formal inauguration in the 
fall. Construction operations were start- 
ed in May on a second nickel-iron proj- 
ect in the Atalanti area across the bay 
from Larymna under a concession ob- 
tained by a U. S. firm. 

Other investment projects under ac- 
tive consideration included a match 
factory, sugar refinery, luxury tourist 
hotel, ship repair and shipbuilding yard, 
and reorganization of the Greek Na- 
tional Airline with foreign capital par- 
ticipation. The airline contract with 
shipping magnate Aristotle Onassis was 
signed on July 31. 

Hope for rapid expansion of trade 
with the U. S. S. R. was reflected in 
some unduly optimistic Greek press 
comments during June. A more realistic 
appraisal of the existing possibilities 
was reflected in the Prime Minister's 
announcement in early July that a dele- 
gation of technicians and economic ex- 
perts would go to Moscow in the near 
future to engage in exploratory conver- 
sations. 

Greek exports to Soviet bloc countries 
during the first 6 months of 1956 were 
valued at $7.4 million, compared with 
$2.2 million during the first 6 months of 
1955. Imports amounted to $8 million 
in the 1956 period as compared with 
$5.2 million. 

The arrival in Athens on a State visit 
of the President of the Federated Re- 
public of Western Germany in May was 
the occasion a reaffirmation of the grow- 
ing cultural, commercial, and economic 
ties between the two countries. In dis- 
cussions held in Athens with officials of 
the Greek Government, Germany’s in- 
terest in contributing to the develop- 
ment of the natural, particularly the 
mining, resources of Greece was reem- 
phasized. 

The possibility of meeting the need 
for arms and ammunition of the new 
German Armed Forces by the Greek 
Powder and Cartridge Co. also was dis- 
cussed, This company is working on off- 
shore procurement contracts. Western 
Germany takes about 25 percent of all 
Greek exports and is the source of about 
16 percent of Greek imports. 

Businessmen from Egypt and the 
other Middle East Arab countries made 
a good-will visit to Athens in mid-June 
to explore with Greek businessmen the 
possibility of promoting trade relations. 
Interest in Greek textiles was evident. 

On June 17, the Government an- 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 


TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


The Montreal, Australia, and New 
Zealand Line, Ltd., has announced a 
124-percent increase in freight rates on 
wool and general cargo, except frozen 
cargo, to Canada and the United States, 
effective October 1. A 10-percent in- 
crease was made last year. 

Line officials attribute the rate rise 
to various factors, chiefly increased port 
costs at both ends. The line will con- 
tinue to give monthly service to North 
America with additional shipping during 
the wool season.—U. S. Embassy, Wel- 
lington. 





A surcharge of 20s. a ton has been 
imposed on all freight shipments from 
Japan to Colombo, Ceylon, effective 
August 16. This is a 20-percent increase 
over the former rate of 100s. a ton— 
U. S. Embassy, Colombo, 





Hotel facilities in Lebanon continued 
to expand in the second quarter of 1956, 
reflecting an increase in tourist traffic. 

The Commissariat of Tourism has 
sought to remove obstacles to summer 
resorting in Lebanon by the citizens of 
other Arab countries and, after a visit 
by the Commissar to Egypt, that coun- 
try reportedly increased from £E95 to 
£E120 ($266 to $336) the amount which 
Egyptian summer resorters may bring 
with them to Lebanon this year.—U. S. 
Embassy, Beirut. 


Belgian Air Lines, Sabena, has been 
authorized by a Royal Decree dated 
July 23 to negotiate a $1,825,000 loan 
with the’ First National City Bank of 
New York for the purchase of heli- 
copters and spare parts from January 
1, 1956, to January 31, 1957. 4 

A Royal Decree of June _18 permitted 
Sabena to float a $17.5-million loan in 
the United States for the purchase of 
airplanes and parts.—U, S, Embassy, 
Brussels. 





The Argentine Ministry of Transport 
on June 22 approved resolution No. 493 
establishing a preferential system for 
customs clearance of cargo held in 
Argentine ports as of March 31, 1956. 
More than 230,000 pieces in Buenos 
Aires alone, including 41,000 stored 
since before 1953, have not cleared Cus- 
toms, owing to Customs and exchange 
difficulties. , 

The system provides for the payment 
of storage costs on this cargo to facili- 
tate and expedite its clearance, since it 
is urgently needed for domestic con- 
sumption and industrial needs.—U. S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires, 





Tourists to Egypt numbered 89,843 in 
April-June 1956, compared with 95,421 
in the corresponding 1955 period and 
91,232 in the first quarter of 1956.—U. S. 
Embassy, Cairo. 





nounced a support program for wheat 
which sets a price range for soft wheat 
from 3.9 to 4.3 drachmas per oka 
(US$0.046 = US$0.051 a pound).to be paid 
to growers with 2% to 25 acres. A rela- 
tive shortage of hard wheat for blend- 
ing purposes continued to exert upward 
pressure on wheat and bread prices into 
July. With an official forecast of a 
wheat crop of 1,346,000 metric tons, 
about the same as last year, a continu- 
ation of wheat imports will be needed to 
hold down the price of bread. Thus, 
a market in Greece for U. S. hard wheat 
probably will continue during the com- 
ing season. Local wheat prices are sup- 
ported at about 25 percent above the 
delivered price of U. S. wheat. Seed oil 
also will continue to be imported under 
Public Law 480 to keep down local 
edible-oil prices and to release olive oil 
for export. 


A tobacco price-support program was 
instituted in Greece during the quarter 
to relieve the market of 12,700 metric 
tons of tobacco from the 1955 crop, 
judged by the Government to be in ex- 
cess of that which could be marketed at 
prices satisfactory to growers and 
manipulators. Farmers had sold by Au- 


gust 4, 1956r a total of 80,694 metric 
tons of tobacco, of which 9,355 tons, 
valued at about 150 million drachmas, 
or US$5 million, were sales under the 
price support program. Marketable qual- 
ity tobacco of the 1955 crop totaled 
95,500 metric tons, of which 75,000 were 
of export quality. It was still too early 
to measure the full effect of the tobacco 
price support program on the Greek 
economy but it has kept tobacco prices 
higher than they might have been other- 
wise. 

A smaller rice acreage may put 
Greece back on an import basis for this 
commodity in the months to come. The 
1956 acreage is about 29,000 acres, or 
approximately 37 percent below 1955. 
Cotton, on the other hand, was at rec- 
ord export levels during the season. Ex- 
ports from the 1955 crop, including a 
small amount carried over from 1954, 
totaled 37,501 metric tons through May 
31, 1956. Exports from the 1954 crop 


, through the like date of 1955 totaled 


only 13,610 metric tons. 

Wholesale prices rose nearly 3 per- 
cent during the April-June quarter fol- 
lowing a rise of about 1% percent 
during the preceding quarter.—U. S. 
Embassy, Athens, 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








U. S. Active in Several Trade Fairs, 
Shows Its First Exhibit in Yugoslavia 


The heavy program in which the Office of International Trade 
Fairs, U. S. Department of Commerce, is currently participating in- 
cludes the first appearance of a central exhibit in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, 


September 7-20. 


Entitled “America at Home,” the pavilion portraysethe life of a 


typical American, Ed Barnes, how he 
works and lives, his major interests, 
what he buys, how he utilizes his leis- 
ure time, and how free enterprise as- 
sures his high standard of living. 


Other central exhibits now being 
shown under the joint cooperation of 
the Government and private business 
are in Damascus, Syria, September 1-30; 
Salonika, Greece, September 2-23; and 
Bari, Italy, September 7-25. 

The OITF this fall has been repre- 
sented in trade fairs in Kabul, Afghanis- 
tan, August 24-September 15 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Sept. 10, 1956, 
p. 19); Izmir, Turkey, August 20-Sep- 
tember 20 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Sept. 3, 1956, p. 21); Stockholm, Sweden, 
September 1-16; and Vienna, Austria, 
September 9-16. At the current fairs, 
the OITF also has trade missions. A 
trade mission only is atthe Interna- 
tional Trade Fair in Ghent, Belgium, 
September 8-23. 

Special features of these fairs are as 
follows: 

Zagreb, Yugoslavia 

As the visitor enters the U. S. exhibit, 
he views a pictorial presentation of 26 
blown-up colored transparencies telling 
the story of “Ed Barnes,” a foreman 
at a steel plant. 


There is a prefabricated, 2-bedroom, 
ranch-style dwelling, in which Ed 
Barnes lives. The visitor learns that the 
average American owns his own home. 
Fully furnished, the house includes a 
good grade of U. S. furniture, a modern 
kitchen with built-in equipment, table- 
top appliances, and a dinette suite. 

The area around the house is land- 
scaped to show how the average Ameri- 
can takes care of the grounds around 
his home. A power mower is demon- 
strated. Also illustrated with animated 
displays are high-fidelity equipment, a 
do-it-yourself workshop, radio and tele- 
vision, electric trains, and toys. A series 
of wall panels demonstrate the con- 
struction of Ed’s home, the materials 
that went into it, the availability of 
the house for export. 

In cooperation with the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and the American 
Dairy Industries, through Dairy Indus- 
tries Society International, the OITF 
exhibit includes a complete butcher 
shop in operation, illustrating tech- 
niques in meat cutting, refrigeration, 
and prepacking, a section of an operat- 
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ing dairy, and ice-cream manufacture. 

The outdoor section of the exhibit 
features American automobiles, demon- 
stration of a rototiller, and a spectacu- 
lar house of unorthodox sprayed con- 
crete construction, which holds promise 
for the future of low-cost housing all 
over the world. 

This house also is the location of 
several displays, including a pictorial 
history of a half century of architec- 
tural education, presented in coopera- 
tion with the Georgia Institute of Tech- 
nology and Smithsonian Institute. 


Bari, Italy 

With a climate similar to that of 
southern California, the Bari area in 
Italy has interests in fruit culture and 
farming; thus, the U. S. central exhibit 
was designed to be of personal value to 
the Italian fruit and vegetable farmer. 
The displays show farm and orchard 
equipment in duplicate—one stationary 
for close inspection, the other in actual 
demonstration. 

Methods of fruit-tree culture, or- 
chard-spraying equipment, small trac- 
tors, almond processing, packaging and 
marketing, and means of food preser- 
vatives and packaging are shown. 

Also featured is a display of Italian 
handicraft, which is sold in the United 
States. 


Damascus, Syria 

In Damascus, 31 nations are partici- 
pating, including exhibits from 9 com- 
munist nations. 

The theme of the U. S. exhibit is 
“Free Men ... Living and Working 
Together.” The American pavilion oc- 
cupies 24,000 square feet of which 12,- 
000 comprise a colorful U-shaped build- 
ing. 

In the center area of the building is a 
courtyard, which encloses a television 
studio and circular stage. Demonstra- 
tions and programs are being trans- 
mitted through monitors stationed 
throughout the pavilion. 

The crowds are being drawn inte the 
building first by the movement and 
sound of the television shows, then di- 
rected to a promenade around the shel- 
tered exhibit areas. These areas are 
divided into four categories: Agricul- 
tural pursuits, electronics, woodwork- 
ing, and consumer products. 

Visitors are recording and seeing 
their voices on an oscilloscope, listen- 





Pharmaceutical Exhibit - 
Set for Pakistan 


The Second Pakistan Pharma- 
ceutical Conference and Exhibition 
will be held in Karachi, Pakistan, 
November 16-18, under auspicies 
of the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Pakistan. 

The conferente and exhibition, 
held every 2 years, includes raw 
material, drugs, fine chemicals, 
pharmaceutical proprietary medi- 
cines, patents, cosmetics, per- 
fumery, toilet requisites, surgical 
instruments and appliances, phar- 
maceutical machinery, X-rays, 
ultraviolet rays and diathermy 
apparatus, and packing material 
used by the trade and industry. 











ing to high-fidelity and seeing the latest 
in home radio and television sets. A 
variety of farm equipment from small 
implements to large agricultural ma- 
chines now being exported to Syria is on 
display. 

A sizable animated display of high- 
speed woodworking tools may be viewed. 
An American kitchen exhibit, the larg- 
est and best equipped one to be dis- 
played in a U. S. exhibit in the Middle 
or For East, will use Syrian demonstra- 
tors. 


Salonika, Greece 


Emphasizing agricultural and tech- 
nical progress, the U. S. central ex- 
hibit has as its theme: “Fruits of Free- 
dom” for the 2ist Salonika, Greece, 
fair. The U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture has joined the OITF in illustrating 
how industrial and agricultural progress 
is reflected in the lives of Ameri- 
can people. The displays demonstrate 
this nation’s increased mechanization 
and improved methods of production. 
There is an extensive outdoor agricul- 
tural exhibit by the American Farm 
School for Greek Children. These fu- 
ture Greek farmers and _ instructors 
demonstrate the use of tractors, tillers, 
sprayers, fertilizers, and methods of 
irrigation, and illustrate the importance 
of proper care and feed of livestock. 

Also on exhibit are 17 calves sent as 
a gift from the people of the United 
States to the people of Greece. The 
calves, of excelfent stock, are expected 
to help Greek dairymen improve the 
quality of their cattle. 

The exhibit’s agricultural portion also 
includes a display and demonstration of 
doughnut making with a doughnut-pro- 
ducing unit; a milk recombining unit 
consisting of a homogenizer, pasteurizer, 
and cooling units. Samples of recom- 
bined milk, ice cream and American- 
type cheddar cheese are being given 

(Continued on page 23) 
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U. S. Active... 
(Continued from page 22) 


away. The Dairy Industries Society In- 


ternational, representing dairy equip- 
ment manufacturers, contributed the 
machinery. 


Aware of the role Greek workers 
play in the economic life of their coun- 
try, the OITF arranged with the U. S. 
Department of Labor to Send Peter 
Williams Janapoulos of Northlake City, 
Ill., and William Nichols of Lynn, Mass., 
both active trade unionists of Greek 
descent, to the fair. These men inter- 
pret to workers and labor groups in 
Greece on an informal basis the Ameri- 
can philosophy of labor, the manner in 
which American workers participate in 
jabor-management relations in_ this 
country, the worker’s standard of liv- 
ing, their trade unions, etc. 


Stockholm, Sweden 

The 14th St. Erik’s Fair in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, held September 1-16, was 
expected to have representation from a 
record number of 26 nations, with 16 
countries having officially sponsored 
pavilions. Do-it-yourself was the theme 
of the U. S. central exhibit. 


In Sweden, as well as in this country, 


: people are finding more extra time on 


their hands, and the average citizen is 
turning more and more toward spend- 
ing his leisure hours in worthwhile pur- 
suits. Thus, the appeal of the American 
project was toward the craft-conscious 
Swedish people, with displays illustrat- 
ing how industrial development resulted 
in leisure time by giving the worker 
shorter working hours. 

Visitors saw demonstrations of wood- 
working and power tools and typical 
home workshops. They saw how ama- 
teur U. S. craftsmen make do-it-your- 
self boats, clothes, quilts, leather goods, 
and other useful products; how they 
modernize their homes, and pursue their 
love for music through home assembled 
high-fidelity equipment. 


Vienna, Austria 


The exhibit in Vienna covered a wide 
area of American industrial develop- 
ment. Working models of intricate ma- 
chines demonstrated how crude oil is 
processed into petroleum, how syn- 
thetics are being used in consumer 
products, and how paper bags are made. 
An electrically animated motel showed 
the newest facilities for the American 
tourist. 

For the first time at an international 
trade fair, visitors saw a demonstra- 
tion of the uses of color television in 
teaching medical science. The teaching 
of surgery by means of a miniature 
television camera was demonstrated in 
a simulated operation on a medical 
manikin. 

An additional feature was a complete- 
ly equipped dental office showing the 
latest model dental chair with many 
built-in devices never before displayed. 
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German Radio, TV Show 
Moves to Frankfurt 


The Great German Radio, Tele- 
vision, and Phonograph Exhibition 
held in Duesseldorf, Germany, in 
1950, 1953, and 1955 will move to 
Frankfurt in 1957. 

The association sponsoring the 
show was reportedly of the opin- 
ion that the Duesseldorf exhibi- 
tion grounds are too small, and al- 
though additions are being pro- 
vided they will not be adequate 
for the increased needs. The new 
location also may draw more 
visitors from the southwest Ger- 
man market. 











International Exposition on 
Automation Set for New York 


The Third International Automation 
Exposition is scheduled for the New 
York Trade Show Building, 500 Eighth 
Avenue, New York City, November 
26-30. 

In addition to arranging for the 
technical program of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers whose 
annual meeting will be held the same 
week, the management will repeat the 
very successful electronic computer 
clinics and the automatic conveyor 
clinics, 

The following 2-day conferences also 
are planned: Office automation for sen- 
ior officers, systems engineering as a 
management tool,, and conveyors as 
prime mechanisms to automation. 

A total of 11,097 persons was at- 
tracted to the 1955 Exposition, providg 
a cross section of American industrial 
and financial life, and many foreign 
observers, according to the management. 

Additional information concerning the 
Third International Automation Exposi- 
tion may be obtained from Richard Rim- 
bach Associates, Management, 845 Ridge 
Avenue, Pittsburgh 12, Pa. 


100-Acre Site in Cuba Under 
W ay for Livestock Exhibit 


Work has begun in Santiago de Cuba 
on the preparation of a 100-acre site to 
house the Second Annual Livestock- 
Industrial Fair to be held November 
17-25. 

Architectural plans include a stadium, 
three buildings for industrial exhibits, a 
building for local art exhibits, con- 
ference room, club building, stalls and 
sheltered areas for livestock, an amuse- 
ment park, parking areas, and other 
features. 

The fair is being organized on a 
private basis and interested parties may 
communicate with Dr. Jose Simon For- 
tin, Estrada Palma No, 354, Santiago 
de Cuba, Cuba. 





FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


Chemical Exposition 


Arranged for Paris 


The Chemical, Rubber, and Plastics 
Materials Exposition, a biennial event 
held in Paris, is scheduled November 


22-December 3, at the Pare des Exposi- 
tions, Porte de Versailles. 


The exposition traditionally consists 
of displays presented by private com- 
panies. 

Rental space for stands since 1951, 
date of the first exposition, has in- 
creased from 7,000 square meters to 
32,000 square meters in 1956, and the 
number of exhibitors has grown from 
350 to an expected 950. 


Exhibits will be organized in seven 
major groups: Laboratories, optics, re- 
search, tests, measures, controls and 
regulating devices; chemical engineering 
and general equipment; specialized 
equipment; raw materials and industrial 
products; natural and synthetic rubber 


industry; plastics; units comprising 
scientific, industrial and commercial, 
productivity, scientific research insti- 


tutes and laboratories, standards and 
documentary information. 

Additional information concerning the 
exposition may be obtained from the 
Commissariat General, IV Salon de la 
Chimie, Caoutchouc, Matieres Plasti- 
ques, 28, rue Saint-Dominique, Paris, 
7eme, France, 





Japan International Trade 
Fair Scheduled in 1957 


The Japanese International Trade 
Fair, sponsored by the Tokyo Interna- 
tional Trade Fair Commission under 
direction of the Governor, Tokyo Me- 
tropolis, will be held May 5-19, 1957, in 
Tokyo. 

The fair grounds will be open to 
sellers and buyers from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. daily and Sundays. Public ad- 
mission Will be permitted on Saturdays 
and Sundays and from 3:00 p.m. daily, 
except the first day. 

Exhibits will be at the Harumi Pier 
grounds which cover 712,000 square 
feet and the Otemachi grounds with an 
area of 36,000 square feet. The pier 
grounds will provide space for 1,000 in- 
door booths and 400 outdoor, but the 
Otemachi grounds will permit only 250 
booths. Each booth has a floor space of 
10 ft. x 10 ft. 


Exhibits will be grouped as follows: 
Textiles and textile products; machin- 
ery and instruments; metals and metal 
products; chemical products; provisions, 
agricultural, and marine products; sun- 
dry goods; and sightseeing and publicity, 

Further details may be obtained from 
the Secretariat, Japanese International 
Trade Fair Management Office, c/o Eco- 
nomic Bureau, Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government, Marunouchi, Tokyo, Japan. 
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Egyptian Foreign... 

(Continued from page 4) 
last year. Annual wheat consumption 
in Egypt is about 1.8 million tons. Thus 
the present crop plus current stocks of 
about 180,000 tons—1 month’s supply— 
are less than the requirements for a 
12-month period. Egypt again is ex- 
pected to import wheat and/or wheat 
flour during the new crop year. 

The unofficial forecast of the 1956 rice 
crop is 1.5 million tons, an increase of 
about 230,000 tons over last year’s 
production. As estimated annual local 
consumption is about 600,000 tons, 
Egypt will be in a position to export 
more rice than last year. 


Industrial Activity High 
The high tempo of industrial activity 
during the first 3 months of 1956 con- 
tinued during the April-June period. 
Construction continued to expand and 
planning was accelerated. 


Formation was announced of the 
Adfina for the Exportation and Manu- 
facture of Agricultural Products, S. A. 
E., a company to engage principally in 
canning vegetables, such as tomatoes 
and green peas, fruits, and animal and 
other agricultural products. This enter- 
prise represents a combination of pri- 
vate and public capital. 

Of the total, authorized capital of 
£E200,000 and £E40,000, respectively, 
will be contributed by the American 
Middle East Corporation of New York; 
£E40,000 and £E5,000 by two private 
Egyptian investors; ££10,000 by a Saudi 
Arabian private investor; and £E£86,000 
by the Egyptian Government, of which 
£E26,000 will be in the name of future 
employees. 

Formation also was announced of the 
Societe Egyptienne de la Filature de la 
Laine, S. A. E. (FILANA), a stock com- 
pany to engage in spinning, weaving, 
and knitting wool, cotton, and synthetic 
fibers. The company’s capital will be 
£E100,000, all private. . 

Late in April the Permanent Council 
for the Development of National Pro- 
duction invited foreign manufacturers 
of electrical equipment to submit offers 
to establish a plant in Egypt for the 
manufacture of electrical equipment 
such as transformers, motors, switch- 
gear, and meters. The Permanent Coun- 
cil is studying a number of offers re- 
ceived. 

Cement Imported 


Although Egyptian cement plants 
have been working at full capacity, local 
consumption has exceeded production, 
with the result that Egypt has begun 
to receive sizable quantities of cement 
from abroad, including for the first time 
shipments from Bulgaria. 

The Egyptian Government signed an 
agreement with a Yugoslav group for 
development of the Egyptian sponge 
fishing zones, and announced that it is 
studying with a Japanese group the 
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formation of a new company to engage 
in commercial fishing in the Egyptian 
territorial waters of the Mediterranean 
and Red Seas. 

The Eastern Automobiles Supplies & 
Transport Co. (EAST), S. A. E., Cairo, 
sgents-distributors in Egypt for a num- 
ber of automobile manufacturers includ- 
ing Austin, Rover, and Studebaker, an- 
nounced that beginning July 1, 1956, its 
plant in the Alexandria free zone would 
assemble passenger cars under the di- 
rection and supervision of technicians 
of the British Motor Corporation of 
England. 

The contract to supply and install a 
15,000-kilowatt turbogenerator unit, 
complete with boilers, for the power 
station expansion at E] Atf, near Alex- 
andria, was awarded to an East German 
firm at a price of ££509,896. 

A contract to supply and install two 
hundred 26-kilowatt generators for use 
in Egyptian villages, beginning in July 
1956, was awarded to an Egyptian firm 
at a price of ££391,800. 


Petroleum Industry Active 


The Egyptian Government established 
on May 1 the General Petroleum Or- 
ganization to operate the Government’s 
refinery at Suez and the two Suez- 
Cairo- pipelines, to handle the import 
of petroleum products and their sale 
to distributors, and in general to relieve 
the Department of Fuels, Ministry of 
Industry, of all commercial functions 
relating to petroleum which had ac- 
crued to it, leaving it with only admin- 
istrative functions. 

The new Organization is wholly 
,_Government-owned, ‘and its capital was 
obtained from the Ministry of Finance, 
but it is expected to become financially 
self-supporting. It reportedly resembles 
in structure, function, and status, pub- 
lic corporations such as the British 
Broadcasting Corp. in the United King- 
dom. 

The Government hopes to manage its 
petroleum enterprises on a commercial 
basis and improve efficiency. The new 
Organization’s staff and property were 
taken over almost entirely from the 
Department of Fuels. Heading the new 
Organization is the Technical Advisor 
of Fuels to the Ministry of Industry, 
and 10 members of the board of direc- 
tors were designated from various other 
Government agencies. 

The new refinery of the Societe 
Egyptienne pour le Raffinage et le Com- 
merce du Petrole (SERCOP) Was com- 
pleted in Alexandria late in June. Op- 
erations at the refinery, however, can- 
not begin until certain fire-fighting 
equipment, required under SERCOP’s 
insurance policies, has been received 
from France. SERCOP itself is owned 


principally by the  societe Caltex 
(Egypt), S. A. E., and the Societe 
Egyptienne des Petroles, which dis- 


tributes Caltex products in Egypt. 
In early April Egypt signed barter 


agreements with the U. S. S. R. and 
Rumania under which the former is to 
deliver 100,000 and the latter 290,000 
metric tons of kerosene to Egypt in 
return for cotton during the half-year 
ending December 31, 1956. Egypt en- 
tered into a supplementary agreement 
with Rumania in May, under which the 
fuel’s delivery would begin immediately, 
—U. S. Embassy, Cairo. 





Taiwan Promotes ... 

(Continued from page 6) 
ministration (ICA) has authorized the 
obligation of U. S. aid funds on a loaa 
basis for erection of a viscose rayon 
plant, having an annual capacity of 3.96 


million pounds of viscose filament yarn . 


of 150 denier. Private Chinese investors 
and a U. S. firm will invest a substantial 
sum in addition to the ICA funds. This 
is the first private enterprise with for- 
eign capital participation and UV. S. aid 
financing to be established in Taiwan. 
Plant construction is well advanced, and 
commercial production is expected to 
begin in early 1957. 

Rate increases have been approved 
for industrial power, effective July 1, 
the average increase amounting to 36.4 
percent. Barring severe power cutbacks * 
due to drought or coal shortage, the 
new rates are expected to be adequate 
to service the Taiwan Power Co.’s debt 
and to provide a satisfactory profit, 
While a threatened cutback in hydro- 
electric-power generation was avoided 
by heavy midsummer rains, coal stock- 
piles of thermal plants have declined 
drastically, and efforts to step up daily 
deliveries to match consumption have 
not been notably successful. Since coal 
stocks are normally built up at midyear 
to prepare for the dry winter season, 
the outlook is for continued threats of 
power curtailment. 


Industrial Price Rise Seen 


Demand for such key industrial prod- 
ucts as paper, lumber, cement, and 
chemicals (particularly chemical ferti- 
lizers) continued strong throughout the 
quarter. Many producers were not able 
to operate at theoretical capacity, how- 
ever, because of such factors as main- 
tenance shutdowns or tight raw-material 
supplies. Increases in prices of coal pur- 
chased for the use of official enterprises, 
which account for some 50 percent of 
industrial production, and in industrial 
power rates have stimulated new pres- 
sures for price increases from producers 
of items in strong demand. 


Foreign Trade Spurts 

Industrial production indexes for the 
first quarter show marked increases 
over the annual rates for 1955 in trans- 
portation and power and in all indus- 
trial classifications except textiles and 
timber. Textile production declined be- 
cause of reduced cotton-cloth output, 
while timber activity reflected the set- 


(Continued on page 26) 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





““” Books 
Reports 


International Finance Corporation. 
Washington, D. C. Published by the 
International Finance Corporation, 
1956. 15 pp. 

An outline of the policies and proce- 
dures of the new affiliate of the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, this booklet describes the 
types of investment’ the Corporation is 
interested in making and the informa- 
tion required from enterprises seeking 
investment of IFC funds. 

Another section of the booklet de- 
scribes the forms and methods of financ- 
ing which IFC will utilize and stresses 
that its investments will not normally 
consist of conventional fixed interest 
joans, but will be on a basis approxi- 
mating venture capital. 

The booklet is published in English, 
French, German, and Spanish and may 
be obtained from the Interfiational Fi- 
nance Corporation, 1818 H Street NW., 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Agricultural Policies in Europe and 
North America. Paris. Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation, 
May 1956. 371 pp. $3. 

Agricultural policies of 21 European 
and North American countries and the 
various ways and means used by the 
respective governments to implement 
their policies are set forth in this first 
report by the Ministerial Committee 
for Agriculture and Food of the Or- 
ganization for European Economic Co- 
operation. Special emphasis is given to 
the impact of domestic policies on the 
Jevel, direction, and pattern of trade. 

The second part of the report is de- 
voted to discussion of present problems 
affecting agricultural income, man- 
power, price support, foreign trade, and 
related considerations. 

The study is available from the OEEC 
Publications Office, 2000 P Street, NW., 
Washington 6, D. C. 


Market Guide for the Pacific Area, 1956. 
New York. American Foreign Credit 
Underwriters Corp., 253 Broadway. 
257 pp. 

This 1956 revised edition gives firm 
names and addresses, business classifi- 
cations, and credit and capital ratings 
for over 10,000 importers, exporters, 
manufacturers, distributors, and sales 
agents in the Pacific area. For the first 
time, the new edition also includes list- 
ings and ratings of principal business 
firms in Hong Kong as well as the Fiji 


Islands, Korea, New Caledonia, New 
Hebrides, the Philippines, the Trust Ter- 
ritory, Tahiti, Taiwan (Formosa), 


American Samoa, Hawaii, and Guam. 
Basie market data given for each 
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country includes distributing centers 
and the areas they serve, industries, im- 
port and export figures, and other gen- 
eral information of practical use. 

A trade classifier simplifies the selec- 
tion of suitable firms to handle specific 
products, and the main industries and 
commercial organizations are grouped 
in separate trade list section. Another 
section lists U. S. merchant exporters 
having distributing facilities in the Pa- 
cific area. 

Included in the subscription price .are 
a free rating request service on firms 
not listed in the guide, and automatic 
notice of changes in ratings. 

A descriptive circular, with specimen 
page of the Market Guide listings, is 
available on request from the -publisher. 


Canada To... 


(Continued from page 9) 
sense of the word be called an anti- 
American tax, he said. 

National advertising in Canadian daily 
newspapers, weekend and farm papers, 
and, magazines—including Canadian and 
special editions of non-Canadian maga- 
zine—is definitely on the increase, ac- 
cording to Marketing, a weekly news- 
paper for advertising and sales execu- 
tives, published in Toronto. For the 
January-April 1956 period, a total of 
C$26,307,851 was spent on advertising 
in the above-mentioned media. This 
represents an increase of approximately 
11 percent over the comparable period 
of 1955. 





WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 











ev 
New WTIS Index Lists 
Over 150 Reports 


More than 150 foreign-trade re- 
ports, classified by country or area 
and by subject, are listed in a new 
index to the World Trade Infor- 
mation Service, released by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

A handy reference for U. S. 
businéssmen in determining what 
information has been published in 
WTIS on foreign countries or 
areas in which they are inter- 
ested, this third index covers re- 
ports issued for the period Janu- 
ary-June 1956. The first two cover 
July-December 1955 and Novem, 
ber 1954-June 1955. The indexes 
may be obtained from the Super- 
intendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices, 
at 10 cents each. 

The complete World Trade In- 
formation Service is available on 
subscription from the same sources 
at $21 a year ($7.50 additional for 
foreign mailing). 











Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of ronan 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 


«mmead type, are arranged in four conven- 


jient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 4, 
Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, $4 if mailed 
abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department's 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 


The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 
Economic Reports 


Philippine Regulations on Profit Re- 
mittances. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-67. 
4 pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 


Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
Ecuador. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-75. 2 pp, 
10 cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of the 
Philippines. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-76. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 


Utilities Abroad 


Highways of the Federation of Malaya 
and Singapore. WTIS, Part 4, No. 56-9, 
4 pp. 20 cents. 





World exportable coffee producticn 
for the 1955-56 season is estimated at 
43.2 million bags, more than one-fourth 
above the 33.6 million bags of 1954-55, 
and about one-fifth above the maxi- 
mum world import requirements esti- 
mated for 1956, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 





Indian cigarette output in 1955 to- 
taled 229 billion pieces as compared 
with 20.6 billion produced in 1954, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 
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Viet-Nam Aims... 

(Continued from page 5) 
show a marked improvement from the 
very low figure of April—$0.3 million— 
rubber exports valued at $2.2 million 
accounted almost entirely for the in- 
crease, 

The export pattern for April and May 
compared’ with that for February and 
March revealed decreasing percentages 
of exports to France—54 percent as 
against 74 percent—and the United 
States—5 percent as against 18 per- 
cent. Imports from France declined, 
whereas they increased from the United 
States and Japan. The country distri- 
bition of imports for April and May 
was 22 percent from France, 27 per- 


investment community, were the estab- 
lishment of a limited access free- 
exchange rate effective July 1 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 23, 1956, p. 9) 
and the issuance of a regulation restrict- 
ing the transfer of Viet-Namese prop- 
erty sold to a foreigner (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, June 18, 1956, p. 11). 
Late in the quarter, prior to the estab- 
lishment of a new free-exchange rate, 
the business community showed ap- 
prehension that the free-market rate 
might initiate currency devaluation, On 
July 2, however, the limited access free 
market was opened at 72 piasters to a 
dollar as contrasted to 35 piasters to a 
dollar at the official rate, and the busi- 
ness community appeared to recognize 


that the free market had been legalized 


cent from the United States, and 2Qc.to its best interest. 


percent from Japan, as against 29 per- 
cent, 24 percent and 24 percent, re- 
spectively, for February and March. 

The Government announced changes 
in tariff schedules effective April 1, 1956. 
These were revisions of rates established 
in 1949 and modified April 1, 1955. The 
new revisions increase tariffs on luxury 
items, maintain rates on raw materials 
and commodities considered essential 
for the economy, that is, machinery, 
pharmaceuticals, etc., and increase rates 
on items that compete with local 
industry. 


Investment Outlook Better 


A positive approach to investments is 
slowly taking root among certain 
elements of the business community. In 
the French community some business- 
men apparently were thinking of ways 
to remain in Viet-Nam instead of con- 
centrating upon disinvestment. The 
press indicated a strong desire on the 
part of the Viet-Namese community to 
take an active part in economic enter- 
prise. During the quarter, particularly 
in May, some businessmen showed con- 
tinued interest in expanding their 
investments. 

This trend appeared in gasoline dis- 
tribution, pharmaceuticals, and com- 
munications, New gasoline filling sta- 
tions were built throughout the country; 
a modern air-conditioned building was 
opened in Saigon by “Stanvac’”’; a phar- 
maceutical exhibit was set up at the Na- 
tional Health Congress which marked the 
debut of several pharmaceutical com- 
panies; and a new short-wave station 
which advertises products and services 
of Ford, Mitsubishi, and Pan American 
Airways was erected. Moreover, indica- 
tions were that a large American com- 
pany producing soft beverages and a 
local motion-picture producer were 
surveying investment possibilities. 

A favorable attitude toward invest- 
ments also is shared by the Saigon 
municipal authority. The city govern- 
ment has started to widen roads leading 
to Saigon and has planned a budget of 
50 million piasters over a period of 5 
years to improve city traffic. 

Two important developments during 
the quarter, of direct concern to the 
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Prices Vary 

The general cost of living in Saigon 
rose during the second quarter, com- 
pared with the preceding quarter. 
Increases ranged from 2 percent for 
workers to 7.8 percent for European 
families. The higher prices of basic 
commodities, such as milk, sugar, wheat 
flour, and cloth, all imported items, 
contributed most to the rising cost of 
living for workers and contributed sub- 
stantially to the rising cost of living 
for European families. 

The wholesale-price indexes in Saigon 
in the second quarter showed varying 
trends; the index for imported food 
products surpassed the first quarter by 
3.7 precent, those for rice and paddy 
declined by 2 percent and for raw 
materials, 8.4 percent: The general 
wholesale price index dipped 1 percent. 


Refugee Projects Pregress 


Refugee projects made satisfactory 
progress. It was expected that 30,000 
hectares of the Cai-San, the largest 
refugee settlement, would be plowed 
for rice cultivation by June 15, It was 
reported that numerous projects are 
becoming self-sufficient, and refugees 
have demonstrated a capacity to make 
good use of the scarce resources avail- 
able. 

Agricultural projects were being car- 
ried out at an accelerated pace in some 
sectors. Two million rural inhabitants 
were assured rental contracts under a 
3-year tenure and an April ordinance, 
governing conditions of the recultiva- 
tion of abandoned land, guaranteed the 
occupancy of land held by tenants 
under contract. Rice production was 
expected to increase in central Viet- 
Nam by a project designed to cultivate 
4,000 hectares, and the President ap- 
proved a 3-year development program 
for sugar which would double the 
present area of 14,000 hectares.—U. S. 
Embassy, Saigon. 





World exports of green coffee for 1955 
totaled 34 million bags, about 16 per- 
cent higher than the 29.3 million ex- 
ported in 1954, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports, 





Taiwan Promotes ... 

(Continued from page 24) 
ting of a comparatively low goal and 
decreased plywood production. 

Exports increased_by 10 percent in 
the first half of the year as compared 
with the like period of 1955. The overall 
import level, including those financed 
by Bank of Taiwan exchange and self- 
provided exchange, showed a substantial 
increase. U. S. economic aid commodi- 
ties received in Taiwan in the second 
quarter of 1956 totaled US$31.3 million, 
compared with US$21.9 million in the 
preceding quarter and US$30 million in 
the corresponding period of 1955. 

Exchange settlement statistics for the 
first half of the year indicate exports at 
US$69.7 million, as against US$62.5 mil- 
lion in the corresponding period of 1955, 
The bulk of exports from Taiwan are 
handled by Government enterprises, two 
principal exports®sugar and rice—ac- 
counting for the major part of this 
trade. Private exports rose sharply dur- 
ing the first half of 1956, amounting to 
US$15.4 million, as compared with 
US$9.8 million in the like period of 
1955, owing to the higher level of ex- 
ports of cotton and wool yarn and prod- 
ucts, citror@ila oil, coal, and canned 
pineapple. 

Chinese-financed imports in the first 
6 months were valued at US$61.1 mil- 
lion, an increase of about 42 percent 
over the 1955 figure. While the major 
import increase resulted from increased 
imports of capital equipment and essen- 
tial raw materials, these increased pur- 
chases were not counterbalanced by a 
decreased level of consumer goods im- 
ports. The major item showing a de- 
crease in import value was chemical 
fertilizer, but this commodity is ex- 
pected to be imported at a higher level 
during the second half of the year.— 
U. S. Embassy, Taipei. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





—— 


Portuguese Group Undecided 
On Wine Promotion Method 


A committee established by members 
of the Portuguese Port-Wine Guild to 
promote port-wine sales in the United 
States has been unable to reach an 
agreement on the means of using an 
offer of Government financial help. 


The organization of a cooperative by 
wine exporters to advance wine sales 
in the United States has been proposed. 

Promotion of port-wine sales in the 
United States generally is believed to 
be a potentially effective method of in- 
creasing Portugal's ability to earn dol- 
Jars. It would be difficult to increase 
sales in the United States of other lead- 
ing commodities, such as cork and 
canned fish, partly because supplies are 
limited and cannot be increased readily. 

Port-wine supplies, however, are re- 
ported to be sufficiently ample to per- 
mit rapid sales expansion in foreign 
markets. Efforts to promote greater 
sales of Portuguese wines in the United 
States are expected to continue.—vU., S. 
Embassy, Lisbon. 


World Trade ... 


(Continued from page 19) 


and retailing of hardware, tools, and 
home appliances. 

Was scheduled to arrive September 
14, via New York, for. a month's visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Leon Thiry, 104 
South Franklin St., Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 
Itinerary: New Britain, Conn.; Green- 
field, Mass.; Cleveland; Chicago; De- 
troit; Philadelphia; Towson, Md.; Mid- 
dleton, Ohio. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 

Germany—Siegfried Graessler, repre- 
senting Textilveredlungswerk Otto 
Leckebusch, Kirchheim/Teck-Oetlingen, 
is interested in representing manufdc- 
turers of unbleached yarn. 

Was scheduled to arrive September 
14, via New York, for a 4-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o George Frank, 1063 
Lynwood Ave., Circleville, Ohio. Itin- 
erary: New York, Baltimore, Charlotte, 
Columbus, Pittsburgh, and Buffalo. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Germany—Gert Seubert, representing 
Steingutfabrik Schwarzwald GmbH, 
Hornberg (Schwarzwaldbahn), is inter- 
ested in studying methods used in man- 
ufacturing plants of sanitary earthen- 
ware firms. Scheduled to arrive the 
latter part of September or first of Oc- 
tober, via New York, for a 6- to 8-week 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Mrs. L. Gutmann, 
334 W. 87th St.. New York 24, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Chicago; Ford 
City, New Castle, Pittsburgh, and Un- 





September 17, 1956 


India Supply Mission 


Awards Contracts 


The India Supply Mission, 2536 Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue, .NW., Washington 
8, D. C., has announced details of con- 
tracts valued at over $10,000 each, 
awarded in July, as follows: 

Contract No. B-695/B/7600, 8 marine 
diese] engines, $10,408, Motor Fabriken 
Bukhals, Kalundborg, Denmark. 

Contract No. B-672/2/7606, 14 elec- 
tric calculating machines, $11,410, Mar- 
chant Calculators, Oakland, Calif. - 

Contract No. B-719/G/7617, 1 lot 
spare parts for “Failing 1500SS” shop, 
$17,277, George F. Failing Co, Enid, 
Okla. 

Contract No. B-689/9/7622, 1 analyti- 
cal mass spectrometer, $57,105, Consoli- 
dated Electrodynamics Corp., Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Contract No. CII/587/1/7641, 27,175 
copper-bearing cold-rolled sheets, $310,- 
450, Armco International, Middletown, 
Ohio. 

Contract No. C-1142, 1 lot aircraft 
spares, $70,000, DeHavilland Aircraft 
Corp., Toronto, Canada. 

Contract No. B-769/2/3/7703, 1 unit 
industrial machinery, $14,900, Sturte- 
vant Engineering, Ltd. London, Eng- 
land. 

Contract No. B-679/2/N/7707, 1 in- 
dustrial machine, $26,952, Denver 
Equipment Co., Denver, Colo. 





iontown, Pa.; Kohler, Wis.; Abingdon, 
Ill.; Trenton; and Los Angeles. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

New Zealand — Arnold S. Treister, 
representing Treister Hats, Ltd. (im- 
porter of raw materials for hats and 
caps of all kinds; wholesaler, manufac- 
turer of hats and caps of all kinds), 193 
Vivian St., Wellington, is interested in 
contacting U. S. manufacturers of hats 
and caps of all kinds, and viewing pro- 
duction and plants. 

Was scheduled to arrive September 
1, via Los Angeles, for a 4- to 6-week 
visit. 

U. S. address: c/o H. Kaufman, 737 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York; Richmond, Va.; and Dan- 
bury, Conn. 

Vietnam — Vuong-Sang, representing 
Tuileries du Donai (Donai Tile Works) 
(importer of equipment for manufac- 
turing bricks, tile, and clay products; 
manufacture of bricks and tiles), 119 
rue Phan Thanh Gian} Saigon, is inter- 
ested in the manufacture of bricks, tile, 
and clay products, and desires to visit 
plants and observe manufaéturing proc- 
esses, Scheduled to arrive in September, 
via San Francisco for a 3-month visit. 

U. S. address not given. Itinerary: 
San Francisco area, and possibly other 
sections of the United States. 





Penicillin Plant To Be 
Set Up in Spain 

The installation of a penicillin 
plant at Pamplona, Province of 
Navarre, Spain, by a group of 
Spanish pharmaceutical se eyes 
ries has been authorized by the 
Spanish Ministry of Industry. 

Planned initial production is 
7,000 kilograms a year of crystal- 
lin penicillin. Other antibiotics 
may be manufactured later. The 
facilities, equipment, and produc- 
tion methods are to be those of 
a well-known Danish company, 
which also will collaborate with 
the new ‘company in the layout 
and operation of the plant. 

The Spanish company, te be 
capitalized at 50 million 
plans. to start production in 1957. 

Currently, penicillin production 
is limited primarily to two Span- 
ish companies.. Other companies 
also import and pack this product 
for sale within Spain. 











Exports of Electronic Items 
From U. K. Up 23 Percent 


United Kingdom exports of electronic 
products in the first 6 months of 1956 
amounted to £19.2 million, an increase 
of 23 percent over the total of £15.6 for 
the like period of 1955 (£1=—US$2.80). 


Exports of sound-reproducing equip- 
ment totaled £3.67 million, up 43 per- 
cent. Exports of other electronic prod- 
ucts during January-June 1956 were as 
follows: 


Radio and television receivers, £1.96 
million; transmitters, communication 
equipment, navigational aids, ete., £7.94 
million; electron tubes, £1.55 million; and 
electronic components, £4.05 million.— 
U. S. Embassy, London. 


New Handheld Underwater 
TV Camera Made in England 


A new handheld underwater television 
camera has been produced by Pye of 
Cambridge, England, according to the 
British press. 


The camera is reported to be the 
cheapest and smallest underwater model 
yet produced. It is intended for opera- 
tion down to a depth of 250 feet but, in 
order to provide an adequate safety mar- 
gin, the container has been designed to 
withstand a water pressure of 220 
pounds a square inch, comparable to a 
depth of 500 feet. The unit is buoyant 
and weighs 38 pounds in the air—U. 8. 

London. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





License Policy Eased 
For Nickel-Alloy Scrap 


Certain exports of nickel-copper alloy 
scrap have been open-ended for the re- 
mainder of the third quarter, the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 

The relaxation applies only, to exports 
of nickel-copper alloy scrap sent abroad 
for conversion into nickel metal and 
return to the United States. All other 
exports of nickel-bearing scrap, includ- 
ing nickel-copper alloy scrap for con- 
sumption abroad, remain under the total 
embargo announced by BFC on June 
21, 1956. 

Under open-end licensing no quantita- 
tive limit is set, but exports are con- 
trolled to protect the national security, 
BFC said the relaxation was made be- 
cause of heavy U. S. demand for nickel 
metal and because nickel-copper alloy 
scrap is not presently being processed 
in this country to recover nickel metal 
on a commercial scale. 

Applications submitted under the 
new policy must be accompanied by 
certification that not less than 90 per- 
cent of the nickel content of the nickel- 
copper alloy scrap exported, including 
monel metal scrap, will be returned to 
the United States in the form of nickel 
metal. 

In addition, exporters subsequently 
must furnish BFC with copies of the 
bills of lading evidencing that the nickel 
metal has been returned to the United 
States. 

These requirements will be published 
in the Federal Register and will appear 
in a forthcoming Current Export 
Bulletin. 





U. 8. exports of livestock, meat, and 
meat products for the first half of 1956 
totaled $189 million, 26 percent more 
than a year earlier, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Serviee reports. 

Total imports of the same classes of 
products 4n January-June 1956 totaled 
$127 million, a decrease of 7 percent 
from a year earlier. 


U. S. Export, Service Firm 
Denied Export Privileges 


Jose and Eliezner Benchimol of New 
York City, copartners of a merchant 
export and service business known as 
Benchimol & Co. and Hollywood Enter- 
prises, have been denied U. S, export 
privileges for 1 month beginning Sep- 
tember 23, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced, 

BFC charged that the Benchimols 
placed false export declaration numbers 
on some 27 dock receipts and exported 
the goods covered by these receipts to 
Argentina without having obtained cus- 
toms authentication of the export 
declarations. 

The Benchimols inserted the fictitious 
numbers on the receipts because the 
steamship line to which they forwarded 
the goods on November 3, 1955, refused 
to accept them or to sign dock receipts 
therefor unless the receipts bore the 
numbers of authenticated export decla- 
rations covering the goods. 

Export declarations for the goods 
were authenticated the following day, 
but not until the ship carrying the goods 
had sailed. 

A moderate suspension was ordered 


because the Benchimols promptly 
admitted committing the acts charged 
and cooperated fully with BFC in its 
investigation; the suspension was de- 
ferred for 1 month to permit the Ben- 
chimols’ customers sufficient time to 
meet possible deadlines. 

The denial order prohibits the Ben- 
chimols, their companies, and any other 
person or firm with whom they may be 
related by ownership, control, or posi- 
tion of responsibility, from exporting, 
receiving, or otherwise participating in 
U. S. exports either directly or indirect- 
ly. It further states that no export 
transaction or related service involving 
U. S. exports in which they have an 
interest may be engaged in by any firm 
or person without prior BFC approval, 





ODM Hearing on Fluorspar 
Postponed to November 12 


Upon an industry request, the Office 
of Defense Mobilization has postponed 
until November 12 the public hearing, 
previously scheduled for September 13, 
on the petition filed by domestic fluor- 
spar producers under the national secu- 
rity section of the Trade Agreements 
Extension Act of 1955. 





Superintendent of Documents. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$4.50 a year. ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing.) 
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